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Legislative Gouncil

Tuesday, 16 August 1983

The PRESIDENT (Hon. Clive Griffiths) took
the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

BILLS (3% ASSENT

Message from the Governor received and read
nolifying assent to the following Bills—

1. Business Franchise (Tobacco) Amendment
Bill.

2. Supply Bill.
3. Local Government Amendment Bill.

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT: SPEECH
Use of Italian: Statement by President

THE PRESIDENT (Hon. Clive Griffiths}: To
avoid any misunderstanding caused by an article
published in The Western Mail dated 13-14
August relating to a speech to be made in this
House, 1 would like to state that 1 was asked by
the honourable member concerned if the last
paragraph of his speech could be delivered in
[talian. 1 agreed subject to the member—

(1) advising the House what he intended to
do;

(2) providing an oral translation immedi-
ately afterwards; and

(3) giving Hansard a transcript in Italian.

I was somewhat at a loss, therefore, to read in
The Western Mail that the whole of the member’s
speech would be delivered in [talian.

This House is a debating Chamber. If there is
to be debate it must be that would-be participants
understand the views and opinions expressed; that
is, there must be a common language require~
ment. If numerous languages were to be used in
this House it could not be doubted that such di-
versity reflected the ethnic and racial diversity of
our society, but it would not produce debate,
which is a primary function of this place. Accord-
ingly, English being the official language of Aus-
tralia, it is the language to be used in this
Chamber. Hopefully it will enable us to under-
stand each other.

QUESTIONS
Questions were taken at this stage.

[COUNCIL)

RECREATION: ACTIVITIES
Select Committee: Motion

HON. TOM McNEIL (Upper West) (5.24
p-m.]): | move—

That a Select Committee be appointed to
inquire into sport and recreation activities in
Western Australia, with particular reference
to—

1. Examining the equality of sport and rec-
reation services between the
metropolitan area and country.

2. Ascertaining the quantity and quality of
communication and interaction between
country and metropolitan sporting or-
ganisations.

3. Detailing the extent of local government
involvement in the delivery and pro-
vision of services to country sport.

4. Investigating the role, relevance, and
costs of establishing regional and local
sport and recreation councils outside the
metropolitan area.

5. Examining the relationship between the
provision of these services to those
already provided by the Department of
Youth, Sport and Recreation.

6. Recommending any other proposals that
would assist in the development of
country sport in Western Australia.

The terms of the motion are self-explanatory,
however, I shall add a little more in order that the
position may be clear. | have a great concern for
the development of sport within this State and, in-
deed, Australia as a whole.

The Government has stated its intention to re-
organise the Department of Youth, Sport and
Recreation. In its policy statement the ALP
states—

The enhancement of the W.A. Sports Fed-
eration as the peak organisation for sports as-
sociations and agencies in W.A. as an inde-
pendent, autonomous organisation rep-
resenting Sporis Associations and Regions
within the state to ensure more direct aceess
1o the Minister and the Government.

It goes on to say—

Association Presidents or their deputies
will be the direct representatives of their as-
sociations and regions on the Sports Feder-
ation.

I am concerned such a move could have disastrous
effects in country areas. The main objectives of a
Select Committee would be to consider the conse-
quences of any move to diminish the effectiveness
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of the Department of Youth, Sport and Rec-
reation.

The Government's policy statement goes on to
say—

The development of Regional Sports
Councils to ensure greater consultation and
anention with regard to specific localised
problems and needs.

The reduction of Departmental staff to a
small secretariat so that much greater em-
phasis may be placed on providing full-time
administrative, consultancy and sports devel-
opment staff support for the W.A. Sports
Federation and Sports Associations.

People in country areas would be greatly con-
cerned about such a development. I do not think it
is any great secret that the majority of people
connected with the WA Sports Federation,
certainly at the executive level, have a metropoli-
tan background and, all things being equal, it
would be only fair to assume that, when decisions
were made or advice given to Government, in the
majority of cases country sport would be affected
detrimentally.

I do not argue with the suggestion that we
should enhance the WA Sports Federation. I do
not maintain it is not a worthy body or that it
makes decisions detrimental to sport. However, 1
ask why should we enhance the WA Sports Fed-
eration at the expense of the Department of
Youth, Sport and Recreation which, over a
number of years, has demonstrated its effective-
ness in administering couniry as well as metro-
politan sport? The department has always op-
erated 10 the benefit of country regions.

If the position were 1aken to the nth degree
sports organisers currently stationed in country
regions could be taken away, which would mean a
further reduction in people representing country
areas.

i do not knock the WA Sporis Federation; that
is the furthest thing from my mind. However, |
am greatly concerned that the Government has
called for a report from an interim sports develop-
ment committee and that that report wili be
tabled in November. In the hope that I can pre-
empt that report and take action to safeguard
people involved in sport in country areas, | believe
a Select Committee should be formed to look at
the implications of the move which is planned by
the Government,

I could never accept the suggestion that the
number of people employed in the Department of
Youth, Sport and Recreation should be reduced in
order to facilitatc the work of the WA Sports
Federation. 1 do not say that because we do not
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have a great deal of input into the WA Sports
Federation. We all know it represents 82 sports
and has 360000 members. However, il the
Government were to follow the recommendation
that will be forthcoming in November to the ef-
fect that a sports council should be formed, it is
clear it would be metropolitan based and con-
trolled. Therefore, the input from country arcas
would be confined, at the most, to the organis-
ation of regional sports councils which would rep-
resent approximately nine country votes as op-
posed to 82 metropolitan votes.

That illustrates my concern and the reason 1
have moved this motion. 1 hope Government and
Opposition members will see the wisdom of
investigating this matter thoroughly before we de-
cide to accept the Government's move, which it
obviously sees as a method to streamline sports
and their funding.

When we talk about the basic facilities to be
provided for sports, it is important that we con-
sider the equitable distribution of those facilities
to all sports.

[Resolved: That motions be continued.]

Hon. TOM McNEIL: Records show that of all
sports 50 per cent of the participants are based in
country arcas, yet country people represent only
27 per cent of our population. It is far more diffi-
cult to assume that a country shire with five or six
small communities can provide basic facilities
than it is to assume that a metropolitan authority
can provide a sports complex such as the one at
Melville, for the people in its immediate area.
Pcople in country areas have just as much en-
titlement to basic sports facilities as people in the
metropolitan area.

There should not be any attempt to weaken the
voice of country people. We have always had a
voice through the Department of Youth, Sport
and Recreation, but that right will be taken away
from us and the responsibility for these facilities
will be handed to the WA Sports Federation. It is
a backward step which | hope members realise
will have an impact on their own areas.

The supportera of this motion do not ask that
something be taken away from the metropolitan
area; we ask for the formation of a committee to
give careful consideration to the implications of
the establishment of the federation as the advisory
body to the Government. Once the responsibility
has been given to 2 body based in the metropoli-
tan area, country people may be disadvantaged.

We all know that the federation was evolved as
a common forum, and in that respect it is obvi-
ously a lobby group. 1t is unthinkable that on the
one hand we have a lobby group, and on the other



902

we have an advisory body in the same organis-
ation. Obviously the federation could not act in an
unbiased manner. | ask members to compare the
names of the people in the federation with the
names of those responsible for the distribution of
instant lottery funds. We have been asked to set
up an advisory body that would have a lot of
money at its fingertips. We must safeguard this
money—certainly, I want it safeguarded—so that
a fair percentage of it is distributed in the right
direction, and not just distributed to the metro-
politan region,

The Department of Youth, Sport and Rec-
reation through its financial aid programmes has
had a tremendous impact in all country areas. In
my province of Upper West 1 know, and probably
the Hon. Margaret McAleer would know, that
with a one-third input from the Treasury, one-
third {rom local authorities, and one-third from
the sporting organisations concerned, we have
been able to provide some tremendous facilities
for country areas. It is abhorrent Lo me to think
that those means may be taken from us—that we
will have minor input from the Department of
Youth, Sport and Recreation.

All I am saying is that we should never agree to
a reduction in the operation of the department so
that it can be used as a future small liaison group
for the uplifting of the WA Sports Federation. To
do that would be a backward and retrograde step,
and we must make sure we do not take it.

Funds provided from the sports Instant Lottery
distribution account, should be used to extend the
department’s facilities and funding capabilities in
order that we have a fair and equitable distri-
bution of funds in this Statie, and that funds do go
to country areas. Anvbody who has read the
annual report of the Department of Youth, Sport
and Recreation would know how many times the
name of his or her area pops up, and the state-
ment is made that a grant has gone to that area to
help small sporting groups. One of the reasons [
am concerned about the current operation of
SILDAC is that we do not know how much of the
money it provides to sporting groups goes Lo
country areas.

We know that most of these sporting organis-
ations are based in the metropolitan area and are
under metropolitan control. We should find out
how much of, say, $7 000 going to a yachting as-
sociation, or $900 to a canoeing club, actually
goes to country participants. The Government
should keep a tight rein on this distribution, and
should maintain a close interest in the funding
provided from SILDAC, because the money pro-
vided is public money, and should be used to the
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benefit of the whole State, and not just to the ben-
efit of a select few.

We must consider the problems associated with
country sport and encountered by country
sportsmen and women, and younger competitors.
The difficulty they have is to obtain recognition in
State sides. We have our hockey, football, soccer,
tennis, badminton, etc., competitions and cham-
pionships. and the country kids involved have to
travel to the city somelimes for four weekends in
a row. This imposes a high cost on parents, many
of whom do not have the necessary money.

Many of the children have to fall by the way-
side because it is not financially possible for their
parents to meel the transportation costs. In the
metropolitan area these problems are not encoun-
tered. No suggestion has been made to take the
metropolitan kids to country areas (o train, it is
always the case of bringing country kids to the
city.

The recent football championships are an
example. Mr President, I could not talk about
sport without mentioning football. Once again we
saw the cream of country footballers come to the
city to display their skills to our city friends, the
Woest Australian Football League, whose mem-
bers select players to represent Western Australia
in the future. [ am not knocking anybody, but [
do know about the huge costs involved to send,
say, the Geraldion, Central Midlands, or North
Midlands teams to the city. Twenty-seven players
and administrative staff cannot be sent to the city
for five days in a row without the cost totalling
thousands of dollars.

We are faced with the circumstance that every
time we have a Country Week championship, all
the top country players have to transport them-
selves 10 the metropolitan region. The cream of
our sport gathered together may be the only sol-
ution, but there should be formed a committee to
consider the alternatives and to safeguard the
rights of country people. This matter is very im-
portant.

It has been pointed out that members of the
interim sports development committece have not
been appointed to directly represent any particu-
lar sport, but to cover a broad spectrum of sports.
That is all very well. I have to be fair and say that
in the terms of reference of the federation it is
suggested that the federation will look after
country sports, but I envisage that a Select Com-
mittee would be able to safeguard the rights of
those sports and ensure that the group to become
the spokesmen for all our future sporting needs
will take the proper action. It is our duty lo en-
sure that country sport is not overlooked.
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1 commend the motion to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by the Hon. Peter
Dowding (Minister for Mines).

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: FIFTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed from 4 August.

HON. GARRY KELLY (South Metropolitan)
(5.39 p.m.]: 1 support the motion and congratu-
late the Government for secking to honour in the
short time it has been in office the key promises it
made during the election campaign. Politicians
are quite often criticised for making pre-election
commitments and, as soon as the election is over,
attempting to break those promises.

Hon. Peter Dowding: That’s only the Liberals.

Hon. GARRY KELLY: Malcolm Fraser set
the standard for breaking election promises.

Hon. P. H. Lockyer: He pales into insignifi-
cance compared with your lot.

Hon. GARRY KELLY: The broken promise
that stands out in the record of Malcolm Fraser is
that Medibank would be maintained. To a certain
extent it was maintained, but he should have
qualified his promise by saying that only the
name “Medibank” would be retained. In fact,
Medibank was split, and we had Medibank Pri-
vate. We had also Medibank mark 1, which was
Bill Hayden’s version; Medibank mark 1, which
was some Health Minister’s version; and
Medibank mark i} and mark 1V, [ am not sure
which mark we are up 1o now. The way Malcolm
Fraser behaved in dealing with election promises
has taught many people not to trust political par-
ties and politicians when they make promises be-
fore elections. The same cannot be said of the
Burke Government.

Opposition members interjected.

Hon. GARRY KELLY: Opposition members
may well laugh—

Opposition members interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. GARRY KELLY: This cannot be said of
the Burke Gaovernment.

An Opposition member: It has broken every
promise it made.

Hon. GARRY KELLY: I disagree. If Oppo-
sitton members care to listen to what 1 have to say
they will find out what my Government has done.

Opposition members interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. GARRY KELLY: At the time of the
closure of the Perth-Fremantle railway line in
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September of 1979 the Labor Party gave an
undertaking that when it was elected to office it
would reopen that line. When the Burke Govern-
ment was elected it set the date for the reopening
of that line. During the election we made nro
secret of our intention.

Soon after the election was won—in some quar-
ters it was lost—we announced that the reopening
would take place at the end of July this year; but
we heard screams and how]s from Opposition
members who said that the reopening would be a
waste of money, and how terrible it was that the
Government intended to honour its election prom-
15€.

Hon. P. G. Pendal: We objected to the waste of
public funds, not to your carrying out your prom-
ises,

Hon. GARRY KELLY: Man does not live by
bread alone, or by money alone; but [ do not
mean that the reopening has not involved a cost.

Hon. 1. G. Pratt: Did you hear Mr Grill say
what he did about our public transport system?

Hon. GARRY KELLY: I do not say that pub-
lic transport docs not cost public money, but the
public demonstrated its support for that re-
opening. A social factor is involved, which cannot
be denied.

Opposition members interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. GARRY KELLY: If the peanut gallery
would keep quiet those in it might learn some-
thing. I refer members to the patronage figures of
that line since it has been reopened. On the first
normal day of operation, Monday, | August,
8 735 people used the train.

Hon. P. G. Pendal: Fred McKenzie did 7 000 of
those trips.

Hon. GARRY KELLY: On Monday, 20 June,
7 258 people used the buses, and on Tuesday, 2
August, 9 756 people used the train. On Tuesday,
21 June, 7 200 people used the buses. These fig-
ures indicate that there was a substantial increase
in the number of people using the train in the first
two days of its operation. As the Minister for
Transport, Mr Julian Grill, has said in another
Place, there has been a very auspicious start to the
reopening of the line, As | said, the cry from the
Oppesition was that the reopening would cost too
much, but the point is that the Government had a
clear mandate to reopen the line.

Opposition members interjected.
Hon. GARRY KELLY: Opposition members
may laugh, but we on this side take our mandate

seriously and intend to keep our word. A cost is
involved, but the people of this State voted for the
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Labor Party, and did so with their eyes open and
knowing that a Labor Government would reopen
that line. The people of this State are prepared to
pay the cost to keep the line open.

Hon. 1. G. Pratt: Which Government tried to
close it in 19727

Several members interjected.

Hon. GARRY KELLY: There is one difference
with the reopening of this line, and if Mr Pratt
cares to listen for a moment—

Several members interjected.

Hon. GARRY KELLY: Before the line closed
in 1979 we had a situation where the buses and
the trains were competing for passengers in the
same transport corridor. However, since the line
has been reopened we have the bus service comp-
lementing the line more than it did in the past. As
new rolling stock becomes available for the train,
and as the service develops, more comp-
lementation will occur so that we will not have
people travelling along Stirling Highway in the
same direction as the train—they will be directed
to the trains. A more rational use of transport in
the corridor will occur.

Several members interjected.

Hon. GARRY KELLY: I would like the Oppo-
sition to consider those organisations in the Perth-
Fremantle corridor which have some need for the
train service, particularly during the Royal Show.

During the Royal Show many people converge
on the Claremont area and nothing can move
people as efficiently and as quickly as a train ser-
vice. During the four years the train service was
closed down the traffic congestion in the area
caused chaos.

In September, when South Fremantle continues
its inexorable march towards another premier-
ship—

Several members interjected.

Hon. GARRY KELLY: —I thought 1 would
get that one in—we will need the train service for
those supporters from the Fremantle region who
wish to go to Subiaco Oval.

Hon. W. G. Atkinson: Is this your subsidy to
football?

Hon. 1. G. Pratt: How many days a year have
you now given?

Hon. GARRY KELLY: These are the only fig-
ures available since the train service reopened. It
costs a lot of money 1o take out figures, and if we
did that the member would complain about the
waste of money.

[COUNCIL]

Hon. 1. G. Pratt: How many days have you
spelt out? So far you have mentioned the Royal
Show and the football finals.

Hon. GARRY KELLY: They are times when
the train service will be supported heavily. I have
mentioned the figures for the days of the first
week when the train was used.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: You missed the 19 000
on Saturday.

Hon. GARRY KELLY: I left that out deliber-
ately because that was the day of the reopening.

I will illustrate the figures for 4 and 5 August
when an electronics exhibition was held at the
showground. On 4 August 11 700 people used the
train and on 5 August 14 444 people used the
train service to go to and from the showground.
So, for those special events, large numbers of
people were moved quickly and efficiently by the
train service.

The reopening of the service and the link be-
tween Perth and Fremantle will restore some
flexibility to the metropolitan transport line. Pre-
viously people could travel to Armadale and Mid-
land but there was no link between Perth and
Fremantle. However, with the reopening, at last
we have closed the hole in the metropolitan pass-
enger train service.

Several members interjected.

Hon. GARRY KELLY: Getting away from
trains for 2 moment, 1 remind members that one
section of the Governor’s Speech dealt with the
matter of electoral and parliamentary reform. If
members opposite care to they may get a copy of
Hansard and refer to my maiden speech last year.

Several members interjected.

Hon. GARRY KELLY: During that speech |
mentioned that 1 believed this Parliament 10 be a
toy Parliament with no moral authority.

Hon. P. G. Pendal: That is an old one. Mr
Bryce used that. i's pretty boring.

Hon. GARRY KELLY: But it is true. | said
also that the Parliament represented the facade of
democracy in which we have all the trappings, we
have the elections, we have voting, we have
polling booths and the paraphernalia of a demo-
cratic electoral system, but the whole thing is
tainted and we have gerrymandered boundaries.
Under the system that exists one cannot be
guaranteed that a party or group with 50 per cent
plus one of the vote will necessarily form a
Government.

Several members interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order!
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Hon. GARRY KELLY: The electoral laws in
this State mean that the citizens of Western Aus-
tralia are not equal before the most basic of laws;
and the most basic of laws, 1 submit, is the elec-
toral laws by which members of Parliament—the
tegislators—are elected.

Point of Order

Hon. V. J. FERRY: Mr President, [ question
whether the honourable member is entitled to
refer to electoral laws when there is legislation in
this Parliament dealing with those laws.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The honourable
member ought to take heed of Standing Order
No. 84 which suggests that he ought not to refer
to a debate in another place. [ would ask him to
refrain from doing so.

Hon. GARRY KELLY: Yes, Mr President.
Several members interjected.

Debate (on motion) Resumed

Hon. GARRY KELLY: I will refer to some-
thing which 1 think impinges on the political
arena. | would like to refer to the in vitro fertilis-
ation programme which has been carried out in
Australia over the last two years or so. This is the
procedure in which an egg is fertilised outside the
female body and reimplanted.

There has been a lot of what [ ¢all, for want of
a stronger word, hogwash talked about this pro-
cedure. That is my impression because all 1 can
glean from this programme is the happiness it
brings to couples who for so many years have had
no chance of having a child. At the moment not
many children are available for adoption so | can-
not undersiand the recasons that certain
churchmen have raised objection to this pro-
gramme on so-called moral grounds.

1 cannaot see how in any way, shape or form the
IVF programme can be attacked on moral
grounds, especially when the couple involved are
married and the egg has been fertilised by the
husband's sperm.

Some theologians and moralists seem to object
to the fact that instead of subjecting the female to
numerous aperations 10 recover an egg from the
ovary, each time the procedure is carried out
three or four eggs are fertilised and those that are
not reimplanted are frozen. For some reason that
has shocked some people because at the end of the
process, if the epg implants, sometimes the other
frozen embryo may be discarded. Some people
look on this as murder.

While I do not want to offend people’s
sensibilities, | believe that calling that action mur-
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der is drawing a long bow because many miscar-
riages occur early in a pregnancy. This happens
countless times in women throughout the world
and happens naturally for a variety of reasons at
an early stage of pregnancy.

I cannot understand the reason that people ob-
ject to this programme. 1 can understand, how-
ever, that people may object to the programme if
donors are involved. T understand that in Victoria
there is a donor egg programme where women
who have ovaries that are not functioning are
given an egg from another female. As | under-
stand it, a moratorium has been placed on that
programme in Victoria. | suppose that is okay be-
cause that material is from another source, but if
a moratorium is being placed on the donor egg
programme, why in the world is there not a mora-
torium on the AID—or artificial insemination by
donor—programme because those two pro-
grammes are the opposite sides of the same coin?

1 can understand the reason that there is some
misgiving, but the only thing that has been done
in Victoria is to place a moratorium on the donor
egp programme. [ do not understand the logic of
this.

For what it is worth, I think members of Parlia-
ment and the Government should be supportive of
the IVF programme because it gives people a
chance to have children. 1 am aware of this from
personal experience, because I have been married
for 11 years and although | do not want to make
it 100 public, 1 will be a father in November this
year—not through the 1VF programme, 1 might
add. However, 1 can appreciate some of the pain
and suffering that couples go through when they
find it difficult Lo conceive a chiid.

I think any procedure which enables people to
have children should be supported, and if it needs
some Government support or public funding sup-
port, that should be given. It would be a small
enough price to pay.

Another matter which is not discussed very
often in this Chamber is that of foreign affairs.
Although I do not think the situation will cause a
world war, one area in the world concerns me
greatly. A great deal of tension is present in
Central America. If members wish to refer to one
of the adjournment debates in this House last
year, they will note 1 referred to Patrick Cook’s
column in The National Times. 1 am referring to
the “Not the News" column.

I believe he is one of the best satirists in Aus-
tralia at present. He has a name for just about
everyone. His name for Ronald Reagan is
“Crockett”. Bob Hawke is known as “Little
Caesar”, Andrew Peacock is known as “Lord Pea-
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cock™ and Brian Burke is known as “Brian
Bloke”. Ronald Reagan is known to have a very
black and white view of the world, and what
worries me is that perhaps the only Government
in Central America which is doing something for
its population—the Nicaraguan Government—is
about to be invaded by forces which have been
supported by the United States.

An American senator made the statement that
the population of Nicaragua is something like 2.8
million, and if they exerted their national will and
resources into subverting the United States they
would have no effect.

Any influence thair Australia can bring to
bear—not that the Australian Government has
much influence in Washington—on the Central
American issue 1o cool the situation should be
pressed. Of course, situations such as that in
Central America do divert domestic attention
from other issues. One of the methods commonly
used by Governments 1o divert attention from af-
fairs at home is to become involved in foreign af-
fairs. | conclude my remarks on that note.

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.30 p.m.

HON. GRAHAM EDWARDS (North Metro-
politan) [7.31 p.m.]: I support the metion; and in
so doing it is indeed an honour to rise, metaphor-
ically speaking, in this institution of convention,
tradition, and practice, 10 add my humble
thoughts and words to those who still sit and to
those who have passed before me.

I 1ake this opportunity to thank the staff of
Parliament House for their kind consideration
and offers of advice and assistance. 1 also thank
you, Mr President, in a similar vein.

I record my thanks, initially, to the Australian
Labor Party. for the opportunity given to me in
the endorsement to contest the election for North
Metropolitan Province. | well recall my presel-
ection speech, in which | stated that, given a
chance, the Australian Labor Party could inflict a
decided and massive defeat on the conservative
members and candidates in the northern suburbs.
History clearly shows that 1his forecast was much
more acturate than that provided by some of the
pundits and supposed experts who made public
comment and prediction in the period leading up
to the election.

Of course, for that win, tribute must be paid to
my colleagues in another place who ran excellent
campaigns, on which | fed. These campaigns were
backed by clearly pronounced and enunciated
policies. The wins in Scarborough, Whitford, and
Joondalup reflect admirably on the character of
the now clected members, Graham Burkett, Pam
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Beggs, and Jackie Watkins. All three are already
receiving public recognition for the energetic,
hard working approach they are adopting in meet-
ing the respective challenges their individual elec-
torates present. The calibre of these members will
ensure fair representation of people in their elec-
torates on a level of parliamentary service rarely
experienced or provided by former members of
the previous Government.

Grenville Pitts, the ALP candidate in
Karrinyup, ran a token campaign 1o assist my ef-
forts in the Council contest. His efforts and ap-
proach came very close to causing a major upset
win, and 1 have no doubt that Grenville will put
the experience gained in that election to {uture
good use.

The part played by Brian Burke in the State
election will never be diminished by time or his-
tory. I would suggest to members opposite, that,
try as they may, they will never sustain a charge
of false or misieading advertising in the slogan—

Brian Burke
The best new teader in Australia.

1 have no doubt that under his leadership the
ALP in this State will be in Government for many
years to come.

1 thank particularly the electors of the North
Metropolitan Province. To my knowledge, no
other person in this State has been elected to
serve in Parliament with a physical disability as
evident as mine. This is not a boast, Mr President,
but an expression of humble gratitude for the
trust and faith those electors have vested in me by
giving me the opportunity to represent them. 1
must say that the problems that are evident in this
clectorate, and its inherent respansibilities, sil
none too lightly on my shoulders.

I believe the major challenge facing this
Government is that of unemployment, particu-
larly among the young. There is no doubt that the
impact of unemployment is felt heavily across the
community and we have seen the devastating ef-
fects unemployment can have on the middle-aged
breadwinner. Unemployment manifests itself in
all age groups, but leaves its particular scar on the
youth of this nation, many of whom feel they have
been made redundant by society before ever
having the oppertunity to become useful. It is un-
fortunate that, through this malaise, many young
people are losing faith in the future. It is equally
sad that many adults, most of whom should know
better, have lost faith in our youth.

It is easy for those who sit in comfort and se-
curity, far removed from reality, to conjure up all-
embracing insults like “dolc btudger”, “drop-out”,
etc., and, without thought of the harm they are
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doing, apply them 1o every young person who hap-
pens to have the misfortune to be unemployed.

I am not denying that amongst our unemployed
youth there are those who seek to take advantage
of the system. They are however, in the minority.
The people who, in self-gratification, seek to
apply certain stigmas to our youth, would perhaps
be better served by contemplating the damage
done to our nation by tax evaders and manipu-
lators of tax laws who work to cheat the system of
many millions of dollars. Attack them for a
change and get off the backs of our youth!

This Government is facing up to its
responsibilities of creating and providing work. It
will be some time, however, before the full, posi-
tive effects flow across the board and arrest the
tendency for youth to move from school to the
dole.

In the interim, 1 believe that the Community
Youth Support Scheme and the education pro-
gramme for unemployed youth are providing a
valuable buffer between hope and complete de-
spondency. These programmes, however, deserve
more consideration from the community— par-
ticularly from service clubs such as Rotary, Apex,
and Lions, where much expertise exists. This ex-
pertise could be plugged into the programmes to
provide far greater recognition and acceptance of
the prablems of unemployed youth and provide
many more avenues toward solving those same
problems. Scarborough Rotary Club is already
considering input in this area, and 1 vnderstand
others may do likewise. Qur youth need to know
that we are aware of their plight. They need to
know we arc supportive of their aims and am-
bitions.

1 can well recall when 1 left school I had the
choice of a number of jobs and had the oppor-
tunity of testing different areas of employment for
long-term satisfaction. Today, young peoplc are
forced to grab at whatever work opportunity they
can, often without regard for future career pros-
pects, educational achievements, responsibilities,
or job satisfaction in the tasks they are per-
forming. Employment of this ilk, of course, pres-
ents dire social consequences for the future.

The only way to diminish unemployment and
its associated problems, is through real economic
growth and revitalisation. Between mow and that
realisation, however, lie many unpopular decisions
for this Government; but the fact of the matier is
that our youth cannot afford to be socially alien-
ated any further. They must come to know that
they have a stake in the future of this nation; they
must come to know that the aims and ambitions
they hold for their futures are achievable. We all
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have a responsibility to share their challenge. To
do otherwise is to cast a whale generation adrift.

Given the current problems that confront our
youth, | would not be adverse to seeing the estab-
lishment of a peace corps on a national or State-
wide scale. It could be set up on a volunteer basis,
involving males and females on attaining the age
of 18. The peace corps could be established to im-
plement community-based or self-sufficient and
productive programmes. It would contain an edu-
cational facet and a skills development facet. It
could provide a ready reaction group to respond to
natural disasters, in hand with and trained by
State Emergency Scrvice personnel. Most import-
antly, perhaps, it would be run to assist in the de-
velopment of character, initiative, and self-suf-
ficiency.

I see regional centres being set up in key
country areas so that youth are given the oppor-
tunity to leave the city and learn the full
magnitude, harshness, and challenge this great
nation presents. In terms of self-sufficiency, pro-
grammes and exercises in navigation, orient-
eering, living off the land, etc., could be im-
plemented. Obviously, much more work on and
development of this proposal is needed before
anything formal could be presented. I would wel-
come the opportunity to discuss the idea with any
member of the House who considers such a
scheme would benefit our youth.

Among other improvements 1 wish to see im-
plemented by this Government, and fairly high on
my list of priorities, is equality for disabled people
in the work force and an equality of opportunity
for those who seek to join the work force. It is un-
fortunate that this State, unlike others in this
nation, and despite the opportunity to have done
so, as yel has no legislation to make discrimi-
nation against disabled persons an illegal act. No
doubt anti-discrimination legislation in itself, in
isolation, is not the complete answer.

However, legislation with an ongoing pro-
gramme of education, encouragement, and incen-
tive, directed toward prospective employers, is a
positive step towards providing work opportunities
for the disabled members of the work force. There
are positive rewards for employers who are pre-
pared to take on disabled employees. The disabled
people are generally much more appreciative of
the opportunity to work. They are acutely aware
of their responsibilities, much more loyal to em-
ployers, take fewer “sickies”, and work harder
than the average person to prove their worth.
These facts will become evident to electors of the
North Metropolitan Province over the next six
years.
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Since being elected 1 have had drawn to my at-
tention a number of blatant acts of discrimi-
nation. | have also experienced, at first hand, dis-
crimination in the work force. 1 have had the op-
portunity to fight those acts of discrimination,
and on each occasion | have won. It is my
intention to use my position in Parliament to
further the fight against discrimination applied on
the basis of disability.

My philosophy in this area is best expressed by
these borrowed words—

1 am only one—but | am one.

I cannot do everything—but 1 can do
something.

What 1 can do, [ ought to do—and by the
grace of God—1I wilt do.

To be a member of the Australian Labor Party is
to formally adopt, as a personal challenge, the
same challenge that Australia as a nation faces,
and the same challenges that Australians as a
people face.

The Australian Labor Party is the only political
party in this country that can lay the legitimate
claim of being the party with its roots deeply em-
bedded in Australian soil, and its aspirations
reflective of the aspirations of Australian people.
As our citizens want, and express a wish to have,
a greater equity as Australians in the future of
Australia, so do we. As our citizens want, and ex-
press a wish to have, a greater equity and equality
in parliamentary representation, so do we.

We have heard, thanks to the knowledge of the
Leader of the Opposition in this place, an
interpretation of the word “mandate”. 1 wonder if
he has ever researched, and shared with the same
ditigence in Parliament, the word “democracy™.
In case he has not, let me share the definition ap-
plied to that word by the Australian Oxford Dic-
tionary—

Democracy—
Government by the people.
State in which this prevails.

The principle that all citizens have equal
political rights.

Now that is democracy. While Mr Medcalf can
challenge, and play word pames with, the word
*mandate”, based on an American dictionary's
interpretation, I challenge him to play word
games with this definition of *democracy”, based
on an English-Australian dictionary, because
after all, is not our system based on the English
model?

Last year, the City of Stirling unveiled two
unique memorials—unique because one is dedi-
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cated to veterans of all wars, and one is dedicated
to veterans of Vietnam. The memorials are situ-
ated adjacent to the council chambers. People at-
tending, for instance, citizenship ceremonies at
the city walk past these unique twin memorials
and cannot help but observe them. A member of
the Opposition from this Chamber decided to
capitalise on the memorials, and he mentioned
them one evening in an address (0 residents
adopting Austcalian status. Of course, he did not
say that the Government, of which he was a mem-
ber, refused peint blank to make a smali financial
contribution towards their erection. He did, how-
ever, say words along these lines—

Those memorials you walked past this
evening are a reminder of the sacrifices our
fighting forces have made for their country.

He then pointed to the Australian national and
Weslern Australian State flags adorning the wall
and further said—

The spirit of their sacrifices is embodied in
these flags.

That is quite a dramatic statemnent and one that
he obviously holds to be true. As he was speaking
on behalf of his party, ] assume he was also rep-
resenting that party’s views. Now, if that member
and those of his persuasion do indeed believe that
statement to be true, they must, in sincerity, be-
lieve something further to be true; that is, if the
spirit of those sacrifices is embodied in our flags,
then equally, and undeniably, the same spirit of
those sacrifices should be embodied and reflected
in our partiamentary system of democracy. For,
surely, those men and women who gave their hives
were making a sacrifice for freedom, a sacrifice
for equality, a sacrifice for justice, and a sacrifice
for democracy.

I have a long-held belief, implanted by my
father, that these qualities and principles were, in-
deed, what men and women were prepared to
fight for; they were, indecd, qualities and prin-
ciples these men and women were prepared to die
for. Until the principle of democracy is reftected,
expressed and embodied within our parliamentary
system, we are perpelrating an injustice on our
fallen.

Mr President, [ have approached my maiden
speech with some regard for convention and have
not taken advantage of the licence generally ac-
corded new members in this situation. Opposition
members should not read into my “playing the
game” any iack of resolve on my part in regard to
introducing parliamentary democracy and seeing
its application to the Legislative Council. [ will
pursue this aim and private principle with due
vigour and enterprise, fully aware that its achieve-
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ment will probably result in my own demise from
this Chamber. That, Mr President, is my commit-
ment to this matter of principle.

[Applause.]

HON. W. G. ATKINSON (Central) [7.47
p.m.]: It gives me a great deal of pleasure 1o rise
im the Chamber for the first time, especially as [
am following in the footsteps of the Hon. Norman
Baxter, a man who served this Chamber well over
a long period. It is with a combination of feelings
that | stand here this evening: Pride, nervousness,
and humbleness.

Pride, first of all, to be able to follow in the
footsteps of the honourable member who preceded
me. The Hon. Norm Baxter was first elected to
this House in 1950 and served until earlier this
year. He had a long and distinguished career,
serving as Minister for Health in the Brand
Government from 1971 to 1974, serving as Chair-
man of Committees for two periods, from 1963 to
1965 and from 1971 to 1974, and finishing his ca-
reer as Chairman of the Honorary Royal Com-
mission into racing and trotting. It gives me a
greal deal of pride to be able to congratulate him
for his years of service in this House and to wish
him well in his retirement.

1 have a feeling of humbleness following in his
footsteps as the member for Central Province and
entering this House, where parliamentary democ-
racy takes its rise. It certainly takes its rise in the
history of this House. 1 have just one worry: I
enter the House at the time when its very exist-
ence is under attack and threat.

I thank the electors of Central Province who
have placed their confidence in me. I trust I can
repay that confidence by working in as able a
manner as did the former member.

The threat that the House is under and that
falls on ils representatives comes from the
Government’s stated moves to alter the Consti-
tution. Over the years that this House has been in
existence it has been known for the quality of the
legislation that has emanated therefrom. I trust it
will continue its resistance to damaging change
and its responsibility to encourage progressive
reforms for the benefit of all Western Australians.

Mr President, I congratulate you on once again
being elected to the Chair of this Chamber. 1 con-
gratulate the honourable members who have been
elected or re-elected following the recent elec-
tions. [ congratulate the Ministers on their ap-
pointment and the Hon. Des Dans for his appoint-
ment as Leader of the Government in the House.
I express appreciation for the help | have received
from members and for the help | have received
from members of the staff. 1 have appreciated
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their help as it has enabled me to settle into what
is a new occupation.

As most members are aware, [ am a farmer, a
practical person. We have several other farmers in
the Chamber and it does well to balance the
intellectual side with a few practical people. I am
a country person, having lived in the country all
my life. I received my education in the country,
starting at the Ballidu Primary School, then the
Dalwallinu Primary School, then the Northam
High School, followed by the Muresk Agricul-
tural College. 1 live in Dalwallinu and ! enjoy
country life and country people.

Country people hold high the moral values of
family life and community service, a combination
which holds up in the face of adversity, something
which country people seem to face so often with
the natural disasters they have faced so regularly,
it seems, over the last decade; disasters such as
droughts, floods and fires. We have seen the ef-
fects of drought over the last seven or eight years;
we have seen the disastrous results it has had on
the country’s economy. Not only a large part of
the area I represent has suffered from this natural
infliction; so too have large arcas of the Eastern
States. Naturally the country’s economy has suf-
fered from the downturn in the export income
thus lost.

We saw the effects of floods in the south-west
of Western Australia in the summer of 1982 and
also recently. A most prophetic warning from
Professor Parker recently appeared in The West
Australian when, just several days before the
Swan River flooded, he said that Perth faced a
flood threat. The article stated—

PERTH'S long run of flood-free winters
could change drastically in the next few
years.

All it needs is an unusually high rainfall
over the degraded land in the huge Avon
River catchment

The result could be horrific inundations
along the Swan River.

The catchment area of the Avon River basically
covers the area I represent, 50 members can see
the extent of this problem. We could easily return
to a series of wet winters such as we experienced
in the middle 1960s.

Another of the natural disasters that often hits
cauntry people but which very rarely hits city
people is fire. We also had the case in this State
of cyclone Alby several years ago and the damage
that caused. We have recently had the experience
of the devastating fires in the Eastern States,
and—needless to say—we all realise the damage
and heartbreak they caused to many people, and
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the tremendous loss they caused to the country in
terms of the economy.

As a farmer 1 am pleased to say that this
season s much better than recent seasons,
although we had a late start and finishing rains
are essential. This has given country people a
much better outlook, and it should flow over into
the rest of the community generally.

I would like now to give members a little detail
of Central Province. The province covers a huge
area. | know it is not equal in size to some of the
areas in the north, but it has a scattered popu-
lation over virtually all of it and is only partially
developed; it is a huge area. It covers 112000
square kitometres. To illustrate its size, it is
nearly half the area of the Siate of Victoria,
which covers an area of 227000 square kilo-
metres. Central Province encompasses 29 shires,
one town council, and part of the Yalgoo Shire. It
has 68 schools and the Muresk Agricultural Col-
lege. It has 27 500 electors on the roll.

As a wheat grower 1 am pleased to point out
that, of Co-operative Bulk Handling’s 202
receival points in this State, 102 are in Central
Province. Of the 1981-82 wheat harvest of 4.5
million tonnes, some 53 per cent, or 2.4 million
tonnes, was produced and delivered within
Central Province. Unfortunately it is 2 bit diffi-
cult to ascertain the quantity actually carted to
the ports from the province, but it could rise to
the 60 per cent mark. So, some 60 per cent of the
State’s wheat is produced in the area | represent.

It is with a great deal of pride that 1 join the
Hon. Mick Gayfer in this Chamber, he being the
Chairman of CBH, the company that means so
much to farmers. Besides producing all that
wheat, some 22 per cent of the oat production and
16 per cent of the barley production of the State
oceurs in this province. So it can be seen that the
Assembly eleclorates that make up the prov-
ince—Mz1. Marshall, Merredin and Avon—play
an important part in the export earnings of the
State and contribute very heavily to the revenue
of the railways. As a point of interest, in 1981-82
one of the largest receival points was Kalannie in
the north of the province, where 49 800 tonnes of
wheat were delivered. Another large receival point
is Kulin, where 48 762 tonnes of wheat were de-
livered. 1t would be remiss of me if 1 were not to
mention the home town of the Hon. Mick Gayfer,
because 42 600 tonnes of wheat were delivered to
the Corrigin receival point.

Mineral production in Central Province has
played an important role over the years. However,
the recent closure of the charcoal iron industry in
Wundowie and of the Koolyanobbing mining ven-
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ture has meant that mineral production in the re-
gion once more depends on goldmining in the
Yilgarn area, in such places as Bullfinch and
Marvel Loch. It is now an important part of min-
eral production in the province.

The province is well served with services such
as water, electricity, railways, roads and com-
munications. We have a tractor manufacturing
company at Merredin, where the Phillips-
Merredin company has been manufacturing the
Acremaster traclor for some years. Regrettably
the company has had financial problems recently,
but hopefully it will overcome them, so allowing
its 35 employees to once again have work.

In such a huge area we naturally have problems
providing the services and amenities that city
people take absolutely for granted; things like
roads, water, electricity, medical and educational
facilities, TV and radio, and sport and rec-
reational facilities. Over the years, successive
Governments have helped local governments to
provide these facilities, but rising costs have
slowed down this development. These rising costs
are contributed to by high interest rates and con-
stantly rising wages.

We are faced with huge costs just to employ a
person these days. We must meet long service
leave entitlements, holiday loadings, superannu-
ation and workers’ compensation. More recently
we have the case before the Commonwealth Con-
ciliation and Arbitration Commission involving
redundancy payments. Il a farmer wants to take
on an employee who is in the 40-years-of-age
bracket, and if after a year the farmer is hit by a
drought and must put off that employee, he has to
pay that person another year's wages. That is
hardly conducive to healthy employment.

Other costs are holding up works programmes
in the country. Fuel levies have been imposed to
fund the ARBD grants. Unfortunately, by reason
of distance, and the large amount of fuel used on
farms, country people contribute very heavily to
this fund. The restrictions that the Main Roads
Department places on them by means of road
counts ensures that insufficient funds are returned
to the areas from whence they are generated.

I now turn to a matter that is worrying the
local shire councils in the area: the rapid rise in
workers’ compensation insurance. One shire in the
area has this year experienced a rise of $10 000
in its workers® compensation premium, which rep-
resenis a 62 per cent increase over 12 months.
Another has had an increase from $20000 to
$33 000 in one year, or a rise of $13 000; this is
on $2000 less wages. The rates have climbed
from 4.6 per cent in 1981-82 to 6.22 per cent in
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1982-83 and to 9.82 per cent in 1983-84; so in a
three-year period we have seen the rates for
workers” compensation more than double. When
this is combined with the other costs of labour,
such as the provision of housing, which employers
in the country must provide, holiday loadings, and
the possibility of very heavy redundancy pay-
ments, it means local councils need to inflict a
very steep rise in rates upon their ratepayers un-
less they are prepared to make quite drastic cuts
in the services they provide.

These costs are ptacing a real burden on all em-
ployers of labour, not only in the country, but also
throughout the community, causing people to be
out of work and prices to rise.

I now turn to a great problem in the country,
one of the essential ingredients for life in the
country—water. Water is essential not only for
people living in the country, but also to farmers
for stock. The action of turning on a tap which
most people in the city would take absolutely for
granted—that if one turns on a tap a stream of
good quality water will issue forth—is not
available over large areas of the province that I
represent. This is a huge social problem. 1 trust
honourable members have read in the Press about
women having to cart water during the period
when their husbands are out with the harvester.
They must try to get encugh water for household
use and have a little lefi over for the garden so
they can have a bit of greenery around instead of
the dry red dirt we have seen so much of over the
last few years.

Many households in this area depend entirely
on rainwater which is caught off the roof and held
in tanks provided at their own cost. We then have
the cost of providing water for stock-—sheep,
cattle and piggeries—and also in this day and age
with chemical farming becoming more and more
the in thing, the need to provide good quality
water to use with sprays.

Over most of the area we have the poldfields
scheme which covers most of the lower half of the
province; indeed, it covers the area right up to the
Shire of Dalwallinu where | reside. Where it is
not available farmers and other people have been
forced to provide their own supplies and they have
made, in some cases, considerable financial sacri-
Mices in constructing dams only to find that after
the dams fill they leak almost as quickly as the
water runs into them. Numerous bores are put
down on properties, only 1o find that the salinity
of the water is 100 great to be of any use for the
stock. So we have a combination of lack of suit-
able clays for dams, saline waters and, over the
last few years, lack of rains to fill all the dams
which do hold water; and all this means that the
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provision of water has become a very real prob-
lem.

Mundaring Weir has been stretched to its limit
to provide water for the area. 1 again remind
honourable members of the Agaton water scheme
which could cover a [air proportion of this area. |
would like 1o read a summary of this scheme be-
cause | regard it as a very important one for the
area. The summary reads as follows—

For a number of years, moves have been
made to develop and utilise the underground
water reserves from the area known as the
Apaton groundwater resource—West of
Watheroo.

In May 1979 the then Government of
Western Australia approached the Federal
Government for funds 1o develop The North
Eastern Agricultural Water Supply—Agaton
Project.

A Joint Commonwealth-State Commitice
was established and their subsequent report
in July, 1980 called for a Study of the ben-
efits and costs of the Project as well as the
development of the On-Farm alternative.

During November, 1981 the cost-benefit
Study of the North Eastern Agricultural
Water Supply (Agaton Project) and the On-
Farm Alternative, was released.

Indications were quite clear at this point,
that the Scheme had little likelihood of pro-
ceeding, unless there was a farmer contri-
bution to cost at a high percentage rate—30
per cent.

Members of the Rural Water Council of
W.A.—Shire Council delegates, C.W.A. and
Farmer Delegates—having spent a consider-
able amount of time and effort in working
towards the implementation of the Scheme,
felt compelled to pursue and investigate the
principle of Farmer contribution.

Subsequent surveys conducted during 1982
established the fact that the principle of
farmer contribution, whether it be 25 per
cent, 20 per cent or lower, was generally un-
acceptable, not only to potential consumers
of the water but to Parliamentarians and to
the public at large. It must be stressed at this
point, that despite the general rejection of
farmer contribution, a significant number of
farmers, in a desperate bid to establish secure
water supplies were prepared to contribute to
the cost of the Agaton project, even 1o the
extent of mortgaging their properties.

The Agaton Scheme would service ap-
proximately, one millien hectares of farming
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land with water from an assured continuous
water supply, using less than 50 per cent of
the source available.

Water to supply 334 000 hectares would be
transferred from the Mundaring Weir
source, thus reducing the demand from that
source.

The remaining 664000 hectares of
farmiand including several townships with
very poor water supply, would be then sup-
plied with reticulated water.

This area has been designated and recog-
nised as having the highest priority in terms
of need for a secure water supply due to the
difficulty of establishing on-farm water
supplies whether they be from an under-
ground source or surface water storage.

I could read from that report at length, but I be-
lieve what | have read out illustrates the point we
want 1o get across.

I remind the Government, and | would like it
incorporated in Hansard, of a quote from an
article in the Central Midlands Herald of 10
February 1983 which reads as foltows—

Opposition would move on Agaton

In conjunction with the Australian Labor
Party candidate for Mt Marshall, Mr Bob
Couzens, and the ALP candidate for Central
Province, Mr Roy Little, the Oppaosition’s
spokesman for Water Resources, Mr Parker,
gave firm commitments on the party’s atli-
tude towards the implementation of the
much discussed Agaton water scheme.

He announced at Mukinbudin that the
ALP would move immediately to have the
scheme listed as a No. 1 priority for appli-
cation for Federal funds and that on gaining
government the first stage would be put into
operation.

*The scheme™, he said, “was an essential
service to the people who would be served by
it, and therefore should have the priority
listing it so deserved.

“For far too long the needs of country
people have been neglected, and a State
Labor Government would rectify this injus-
tice.

“People living in areas not now reticulated
are cqually entitled 10 Government regard to
pravide those services at a fair and equitable
cost, the same as those arcas already ser-
viced,” Mr Parker concluded.

I believe that that is a firm promise and 1 urge the
Government, particularly because of the
reintroduction of the Perth-Fremantle railway
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passenger service—and in doing so, stressing the
social value of reintroducing that service—to
place equal emphasis on the social value of im-
plementing this scheme which over a period of ap-
proximately 10 years would not cost a lol more
than the loss that will be made on thal railway.

1 now turn to some old problems that confront
the area. Because of the vastness of the area, we
have problems with television and radio reception,
another thing that city people take for granted. A
large portion of the north-east and south-east sec-
tors have either very poor television reception or
none at all. For the area in between, very expens-
ive masts and boosters must be employed to gain
any receplion at all.

We have recently seen Telecom unions
pressurising the Federal Government to try to
stop something which promises to provide
some sort of reliable service for these
people—AUSSAT. Fortunately—and 1 commend
it for this—the Federal Labor Government has
seen fit to go ahead with this scheme and hope-
fully it will improve reception in thosc areas.

While giving the Federal Government a pat on
the back for one thing, 1 must deplore its actions
in breaking an election promise in which it gave
an undertaking earlier this year to keep down
telephone charges. Despite that promise we have
heard a recent announcement of a $10 rise in the
rental charge for telephones and a 15 per cent rise
in STD charges, again a big factor in the cost of
living for country people.

Freight is another problem faced by country
people caused by the distance factor. Farmers in
the outlying areas of Central Province and the
Yilgarn pay $22 a tonne for wheat to be freighted
to the port. These people are probably facing a
rise this year in the vicinity of eight per cent.
They also have to pay this sort of money 10 get
fertiliser 10 that area and these charges place in
jeopardy the viability of growing wheat over a
large part of the north-eastern area of Central
Province. Not only is the cost of freight leading to
problems there, but it is also increasing the
number of farmers carting their own wheat and
fertiliser, and this compounds the problem of
traffic on the roads.

Another scrious matter facing the area, which
harks back to the mention I made of the Avon
River and its flood problems, is land degradation.
Because of a series of dry seasons we now have
severe crosion problems; with overworked land,
and high winds causing frequent dust storms over
this area. We have a steadily increasing salinity
problem. Over the years research has been carried
out by the Department of Agriculture, but unfor-
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tunately in recent years there seems to have been
a conflict of direction between that department
and private interests which are trying to do some-
thing to stop the enormous loss we are facing. In
recent weeks it has been suggested that the State
is losing something in the vicinity of $94 million a
year because of this ever-increasing salinity prob-
lem,

I could not sit down without mentioning some
of the problems farmers face outside their farms.
I am talking about industrial problems that have
occurred on the wharf at Kwinana. Some of these
problems may have been avoidable and some may
not have been, but unfortunately the unions there
have seen fit to lay a log of claims on CBH which,
in some cases, are absolutely ridiculous.

1 would like to refer to a few of the clauses in
this log of claims. Clause 1 seeks $300 wages for
30 hours’ work a week; clause 2 refers to shift
work, B.00 am. to 200 p.m. Monday to
Friday—what about the railways in the mean-
time? Clause 4 is for shift work only with the ap-
proval of the Waterside Workers Federation; day
shift normal time, evening shift double time, and
night shift treble time. Clause 9 seeks an uncon-
ditional travelling allowance of $20 per week paid
to all workers—already we see wages going up.
Clause 12 is for annual leave of six weeks plus 30
per cent loading. Clause 13 seeks long service
leave of 13 weceks after 10 years’ service, [3 weeks
after 20 years and 13 weeks after 27 years. Now
the crunch comes: plus 50 per cent. Clausec 19
refers to stop work meetings and seeks that em-
ployees be paid for 12 times four hours of stop
work meetings per annum—48 hours of stop work
time to be made up by the farmers. Lastly, and |
am not sure whether it will be affected by the
Medicare programme, is the welfare fund—the
employer to fund all health costs.

The strike at Kwinana during the last summer
cost the farmers in this State in direct costs
$250000. In indirect costs-—extra rail freight,
and loss of wages to railway workers—it probably
cost this State $500 000. It is a very expensive ex-
ercise and one that farmers cannot afford to pay.

1 remind the Government of the comment made
by the Hon. Mark Nevill when he said, “The
ALP represents the light on the hill to
agriculture™. 1 believe that remark could be true
because of the actions of some ALP Governments
in the past, and their establishment of a number
of boards. Certainly, 1 cannot deny that these
boards have been of benefit to the farmers, but
they have also affiliations with the Labor move-
ment and [ only hope the Government can control
the unions 5o this country will not be brought to
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ils knees by the industrial action we see so much
of today.

Mr President, I thank you for the opportunity
of speaking for the first time in this House and |
thank honourable members for listening to me in
the manner they have done.

1 commend the motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by the Hon.
Margaret McAleer.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE

HON. D. K. DANS (South Metro-
politan—Leader of the House) [8.19 pm.]: I
move—

That the House do now adjourn.
Questions: Answers

HON. G. E. MASTERS (West) (8.20 p.m.}: |
believe the House should not adjourn until [ make
a few comments about answers to questions that
have been given in this House over the last two to
three weeks by the Government—or should 1 say
lack of answers. One can only assume that for
some reason the Government is trying to hide
some of the facts that should be presented and
made available to the public in this State by
either the Opposition or other members of Parlia-
ment.

I raise this matter because of two questions to
which | failed to obtain a reasonable answer. The
Opposition deplores the actions of the State
Government in relation to the effects of its wapes
and salaries decision on Treasury and departmen-
tal budgeting since the Goverment came into
office in February 1983,

I refer to questions numbered 42 and 47 and
the astounding answers given by the Leader of the
House, the Minister for Industrial Relations. The
questions related to decisions made by the Minis-
ter regarding salaries and wages increases since
he became Minister. I simply asked on how many
occasions did he make certain decisions relating
to sections 4 and 13(2) of the Salaries and Wages
Freeze Act. The answer I received was that the
information was not readily available and would
take some considerable time to collate. This is a
ridiculous answer and should be subject to some
sort of censure from this House.

The Minister said that he and his Government
supported the wages freeze, but I belicve he said
this with tongue in cheek because he has weakly
caved in to the TLC in recent disputes. 1 guess his
action was the result of the advice of his advisers,
who are definitely supporting wages and salaries
increases. The Minister may well smile, but he
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should think of the facts of the case and the
answers he has given to this House.

In fact, the Minister has said to the House that
he does not know how many increases he has
granted since he became Minister. In The Sunday
Times on 3 April this year the Minister is re-
ported as saying, and I quote—

...rulings he made on 18 applications by
unions for increased wages or shorter hours
could encourage others to follow suit.

He has already admitted that at least 18 increases
were granted. However, he refused to answer in
this House the questions | directed to him regard-
ing how many increases were made. | asked in
that question, how many Government depart-
ments were directly affected by his decision; how
many persons benefited; how high were the in-
creased raies, remuneration, etc.; and 1 also asked
him what effect this would have on the Treasury
for the 1982-83 financial year and for the 1983-
84 financial year. He said that the information
was not readily available and that it would take
time to collate.

Surely, the Minister would know how many
times he has used his discretion in these areas and
how often he has exercised his powers under the
Salaries and Wages Freeze Act. The answer he
gave is quite ridiculous; it is extraordinary, and he
may well be trying to misiead the House. 1 do not
know whether that is the proper thing to say but I
can only interpret the answer he has given as
being a deliberate way of refusing to give infor-
mation to which this House is entitled—the public
of this State are entitled to know, because after
all they are paying for what is being done.

Anyone in this House who has been a Minis-
tes—several members have been Ministers and
others are Ministers—would know that the infor-
mation which [ sought must be available. The
facts and figures must be there, otherwise the
Minister could not make a decision.

Again | draw the attention of the House to the
Minister’s answer that, “The information re-
quested by the honourable member is not readily
available and wili take some considerable time to
collate ... If Mr Dans has departed from the ac-
cepted practice of gaining information from de-
partments, let him say so; if he is making
judgmen on the advice of officers, let him say so.
If the Minister has not obtained the requested in-
formation he is guilty of disgraceful mismanage-
ment and it is no wonder the Treasury figures
seem 10 be up in the air at the moment, or at least
the Treasurer's figures secem to have been lost.

As an example 1 mention the recent statement
made by the Premier when he said that the in-

[COUNCIL]

creased Government charges would result in an
additional $57 million for the Treasury. After a
great deal of pressure from the Opposition he
agreed that the figure was more likely 1o be $120
million—a $60 million mistake.

The Government did not give us an answer to
questions asked during the debate on the tobacco
legislation. The matter concerning the return the
Government will receive from this legislation has
not been resolved. We see that the Government
has initiated a 50 per cent replacement of em-
ployees who resign or retire from Government de-
partments—this is an absolute shambles. [ have
asked a question refating to that policy and I be-
lieve 1 am unlikely to receive a satisfactory
answer. 1 will be fobbed off and be told that the
information is not readily available. However,
there are two Ministers—-the Minister for Health
and the Minister for Education—who have said
that the 50 per cent replacement policy does not
apply to their departments. The Government says
that it will get rid of 1 500 jobs and will save in
the order of $121 miltion. It is no wonder the
Treasury is in a mess and the Treasurer does not
know where he is going.

I admit that Mr Dans has not had to take re-
sponsibility for financial consequences in the past.
As a union leader he was successful, but he never
had to face financial consequences. When in Op-
position he knew he could say and do what he
liked because again he did not have to face
financial conseguences; but he is a Minister now
and he does have to face financial consequences.
The questions I have asked are reasonable, and a
proper course of action for the Minister to take
would be 1o give me the answers. [t is approxi-
mately three weeks since | asked those questions.

The Minister could say to the House that he
made a decision to increase the wages and salaries
without reference 10 the Budget, the cost to the
State, the effects of the increases on Government
charges, and the effects of the increases on the
private sector. We would appreciate it if he gave
an honest answer. He could say also that he made
a mistake in the answer he pave to the House, or
he could say that he was given details, in which
case, obviously the information was available. Of
course, he could say that he received the infor-
mation and he made a judgment an that basis, but
the facts and figures are not available.

In this case we could ask what the Minister has
to hide. We know that he has broken the wages
freeze. He has caused an impost on Government
revenue and if there is any doubt at all about it [
could give the Minister some background on the
four increases he has already allowed. They in-
clude increases to MTT workers, hospital or-
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derlies and domestics, and Metropolitan Water
Authority employees, and shift allowances to SEC
engine drivers. The increases involved would
amount to $7.4 million—

Hon. D. K. Dans: Rot!

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: —in a full financial
year.

The Minister must be saying that the infor-
mation is not readily available to him, and there-
fore, in four instances he made decisions that cost
over $7 million without that information. When
we look at the other large number of increases he
has granted, we arc talking about tens of millions
of dollars and yet the Minister says that the infor-
mation is not readily available.

{ would think the normal procedure in this
State—procedure followed for the last S0 1o 100
years—would still apply. This is what happens
when a Minister is faced with an application, a re-
quest, or a demand for increases in the Govern-
ment work force from employees, and there are
some ex-State union members in this House who
know the procedure: The union simply goes to the
Government and says, “We want an increase”,
and then gives reasons for the increase.

The first thing the Minister does is to seck the
advice of his department. In this particular case it
is the Western Australian Industrial Relations
Service—or that is what it was called. The head
of that department is Mr Bob Georges, and the
2IC is Mr Bob Cooper. The Minister would go to
that department, which was especially set up to
advise him, 1o seek advice about the increase. Of
course, the Government is now employing ad-
visers, and that may create some difficulties. The
advisers threaten the Public Service because they
are the middle men, and the way the system is op-
erating now is quile wrong. Nevertheless, the
Minister would take to his advisers an application,
a request, or a demand. Most certainly he would
go to the department and the departmental
officers would have the information at their
fingertips.

The Minister would be given information about
the departments that would be affected, the
number of people concerned, and whether the re-
quest was justified. The Minister would be told
also the way in which granting the request would
affect the Budget and whether it would affect the
private sector. 1f the advisers did not give the in-
formation to the Minister, they would not be
doing their job. Yet the Minister here tells us that
the information is not readily available.

1 have here a list of the type of information 1
was given when such a request came to me during
my period as Minister. [t sets out the award, the
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number of employees affected, the background of
the claim, all the options and, of course, the cost
involved. That is the normal procedure which the
department follows, and the departmental officer
says (o the Minister, “Here are the facts of the
case™; and yct the Minister has said the infor-
mation is not readily available and that it will
take some time to collate.

We know that the Minister has granted in-
creases over a number of areas and I have just
given some details of these. | said that these in-
creases 1 quoted amounted to more than §7
million, but the Minister said that is rubbish. It is
still a cost to the public. I challenge the Minister
to clear up this matter. He ¢an do that if he wants
to—if he is prepared o give the House the infor-
mation that we know is available. He could bring
forward the appropriate files because the matter
will be recorded on them. | know this as an ex-
Minister, and anyone involved in departmenial
procedures would know about it. We know very
well that this information is recorded on the file.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: When you were Minister
you gave us some pretty inaccurate information at
times.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: [ am telling the House
that the Minister has said that information |
know to be available, is not available.

Hon. D. K. Dans: How do you know it is
available?

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: I go back to what I
said earlier: If the information is not available,
then the Minister made decisions which will
amount to tens of millions of dollars without suf-
ficient information. That will result in a cost to
the public by way of increased charges. He has
made these decisions without reference to the
facts and figures. That is totally irresponsible mis-
management. So the choice is his: Either the facts
are available or they are not. In either case it
shows a gross incompetence on the part of the
Minister.

I ask him again to forward the files—if that is
the way he wants to clear himself. 1 know there
are some finer details, but the main facts of the
casc—the costs and charges—are available 10 the
Minister.

So finally 1 say this: The Minister should come
clean and I ask him again: Did he make the de-
cisions with no reference to the consequences,
with no information, or did he make decisions
with the full facts? If he made the decisions with
the full facts, why does he hide the facts? Either
the Minister is misleading the House or he is
grossly negligent.
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I shall continue to speak on the adjournment
when questions raised by the Opposition are not
correctly answered, when the queries we raise are
not answered properly or correctly. The public are
entitled to such information. After all it is public
money that the Minister is spending, that the
Government is spending; and it is crucifying the
public with additional charges to pay for this ex-
penditure.

Natural Disaster: Bunbury Storm

HON. V. J. FERRY (South-West) {8.34 p.m.]:
I make no apologies for taking just a few minutes
of the time of members tonight before we adjourn
to touch on the subject of natural disasters. Last
week the City of Bunbury and its environs were
subjected to a very violent storm which caused
considerable damage. I want to pay tribute to the
Bunbury volunteer emergency group that slipped
into gear magnificently and handled a very nasty
situation.

The Bunbury volunteer emergency service is
one of several set up throughout the Western Aus-
tralian community. The group to which I refer in
Bunbury has had some experience in recent years
in regard to natural disasters, the more notable
experience of course was with cyclone “Alby”, in
1978, if my memory serves me correctly. That
was the catalyst to improve the situation, and
many improvements have flowed from that ex-
perience.

I would like to pay a particular compliment to
the Bunbury volunteer emergency service which
handled the emergency last week. It received an
unprecedented 57 emergency calls commencing at
11.00 p.m. on the Thursday. As well as these
calls, minor damage was caused to many other
buildings and property and this minor damage
was not reported to the State Emergency Ser-
vice—the people concerned handled repairs them-
selves, and full credit to them.

As [ said, the service received 57 calls in a very
concentrated period of time and this caused some
lemporary communication problems as so many
reports of damage were received. 1 pay tribute to
the co-ordinator of the Bunbury group (Mr Ray
Hall) for the job he and his workers did. One
thing I noticed particularly when I was inspecting
the damage was that the group has only one
official vehicle. Quite obviously this is hopelessly
inadequate—at least one more vehicle is needed.
Members of the group use their own vehicles vol-
untarily, but this is certainly not ideal.

Because of the nature of the work, the vehicles
of the volunteers are at risk and [ hope that the
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Government will give consideration to providing
more transport.

Superimposed on that emergency service sity-
ation, there is the South-West Greal Southern
Co-ordinator of the State Emergency Service. His
job is to look after the whole south-west and great
southern region and to superintend the volunteer
organisations in centres throughout the region. In
tast week’s emergency situation the superintend-
ent attempted to operate from his own home be-
cause, as the regional representative, he does not
have any headquarters. The Bunbury group does
have its own headquarters, but of course, it was
fully occupied with the local emergency and the
regional co-ordinator was off the air. He had
nowhere to go really, and as I say, he tried to op-
erate from his own home, but because of the
blackout, he was knocked out of effective oper-
ation. So there is a very real need for the regional
co-ordinator to have his own headquarters and
backup. There could be an emergency, not only in
Bunbury, but in other areas such as Kojonup,
Katanning, and Collie. The co-ordinator needs to
be equipped so that he can co-operate with those
centres.

In last week's emergency, the co-ordinator
eventually found his way to the Bunbury head-
quarters and operated as best he could from there,
but in the knowledge that he was completely in
the way of the local group that was working flat
out. It was a somewhat unsatisfactory situation,
s0 | make the plea that the Government give
urgent consideration to providing a proper base
from which the co-ordinator can operate, a basc
which is properly equipped for communication.

Also arising out of cyclone “Alby"” was the
knowledge of the necessity for improved com-
munications, and a certain number of radio
transmitters are now available. Although there
are still not sufficient transmitters, the situation
has improved enormously right throughout the re-
gion. T feel the proper long-term move 10 make
would be to change from VHF to UHF
transmitters to give us a better system of com-
munication in times of national disasters. In the
interim, [ hope the Government will move quickly
to provide a permanent building for the South-
West Great Southern Co-ordinator. | suggest that
these headquarters should be in Bunbury because
of the other [facilities already there—the co-
ordinator should have a backup system until an
alternative permanent backup system can be pro-
vided. At least the co-ordinator could be provided
with a properly equipped caravan-type base. This
would allow him to keep in touch effectively with
the regions for which he is responsible and he
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would not be in the way of the local organisation
when it is flat out.

I would like 10 commend the service generally
throughout the State, and especially the Bunbury
group. This group worked well beyond the call of
duty—in fact, the people worked into the next
day. A great deal of extra work was undertaken
quite veluntarily—the emergency workers did not
need to do it, but because people were in need of
help, they slipped into gear and got the work
done, at a cost 1o themselves. I hope the Govern-
ment takes note of that particular exercise just as
the Government of the day took note of the
cyclone “Alby” problem. | hope very quickly it
will provide at least a caravan and very shortly af-
terwards a proper headquarters from which the
regional co-ordinator can service the south-west
area.

Questions: Answers

HON. P. H. WELLS (North Metropolitan)
[8.42 p.m.}: [ rise to speak on the adjournment
because I feel | should draw the attention of the
House to what I detect as a purposeful attack on
the ability of members 1o examine the Govern-
ment of the day. Some of the actions taken in this
session so far have resorted almost to browbeating
and threatening the members. Members have
been discouraged from doing the very job for
which they were elected. For instance, in some of
the messapges that come from anather place, we
are told to bow and obey and do everything we
are told, or we will be hit with a big cane.

Hon. H. W. Gayfer: The bully boys!

Hon. P. H. WELLS: Yes, the bully boys' ap-
proach. 1 want to draw the attention of the House
not only to the answers we have received from the
Ministers to the parliamentary questions we have
asked, but also 1o the way in which the questions
we have asked during debates on Bills have been
dealt with.

Hon. G. E. Masters: With contempt.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: For instance, | would like
to refer to the Firearms Amendment Bill. We
agreed to the suspension of Standing Orders to
allow this Bill to be debated because of its
urgency. Then we came under the attention of a
past master ai browbeating—a man who really
knows how 10 turn the screws and to make one
feel that one does not know anything legal. He is
probably using tactics that he learnt in the court-
room, and he wants to discourage and browbeat
members so they cannot get the answers and
understand legislation in the way they really
should before they make decisions. For instance,
the Firearms Amendment Bill will give police

August 1983] 917

officers as well as agricultural people the auth-
ority to have firearm silencers, and yet 1 cannot
find any explanation of the reason the police
officers were given that particular authority. One
finds this Minister implying, “Look, you do not
know anything about this. You should not be
asking that type of question'’.

We go even further than that in terms of muz-
zling, because the supggestion was made by a back-
bench member that we should not ask questions.
In other words, a member asks a question and,
without even checking the type of question, the
Government attacks and tries to discourage the
Opposition from asking questions. However,
Government members forgot to check the position
in 1981-82, when the present Government was in
Opposition; because the average number of
questions asked per ALP member was 89.

Hon. Lyta Elliott: You discouraged our people
when you were in Government.

Hon. Tom Stephens: You asked the same
question, Mr Wells—

Hon. P. H. WELLS: At the fourth effective sit-
ting when questions were taken—

Several members interjected.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: Let us look at the situ-
ation which obtained during the first four days of
the session as far as questions were concerned. [
have carried out an analysis of this matter. In the
last two years the largest number of questions
asked in any one day by the ALP, when in Oppo-
sition, in the first four days of the session was 57
in 1980-81. Last year the number was 40. During
this session, because a change of Government has
occurred, Government members do not think we
should ask the same number of questions over
that period. Even if we did, 1 suggest that here, at
the beginning of the session—not at the end of the
session—members opposite are saying to us, *You
are not to have the rights that we had when we
were in Opposition™. Let us consider the railway
man, the Hon. Fred McKenzie, who happens to
be the champion of that cause. He shauld take a
bow, because he asked 152 questions in 1981-82,
that is the greatest number of questions asked by
a member of the ALP,

The suggestion is that we should not have the
same right as we pave the Hon. Fred McKenzie
when we were in Government. He was followed
very closely by the past master of questions, the
browbeater and muzzler who now finds himself on
the front-bench, the Hon. Peter Dowding, who
asked 150 questions during that time.

Several members interjected.
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Hon. P. H. WELLS: When members on this
side of the House ask questions the inference
drawn by the back-bench member opposite is that
perhaps we should ask the Minister’s office, It
might be quicker to do so, but | remind him that,
when we asked very simple questions in the
House, the Minister, under instruction from the
hierarchy of the ALP advisers—can members op-
posite hear me?

Opposition members: What rubbish!
Several members interjected.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: The Minister stood up
and very quickly said he should not answer the
question. The back bench member suggested we
should check with the Minister, but when we
asked the Minister in the House whether he had
made a decision, he stood up and said, “If the
honourable member puts that on notice I will
have it looked into”. Surely the Minister knows
whether he has made a decision.

If that is the type of answer we get from a Min-
ister in this House, what type of answer can we
expect to get from his secretary on the telephone?
I suggest we would be referred to an adviser in
any case; therefore, 1 believe the intimidation of
members while asking questions discourages them
from having the same opportunities we extended
10 members when we were in Government.

I am aware, without looking at a number of
questions, that when we were in Government on
odd occasions questions had to remain
unanswered.

Hon. Garry Kelly: Just on odd occasions?

Hon. P. H. WELLS: However, the previous
Government sought to answer those questions im-
mediately; but, now that we are in Opposition, we
find continually that it takes longer and longer to
obtain answers Lo questions.

I draw attention also to other types of
questions. Frequently the answer does not provide
us with the information or perhaps it is suggested
in the answer that we should have checked the
position, because someone else asked a similar
type of question. However, | notice when a
question is asked which reflects upon the Oppo-
sition, if Government members want that subject
to be aired, the question is asked and answered in
both Houses. Members opposite do not worcy
about duplication in those cases. They say, It is
all right for use to do this when in Government,
but you members in Opposition should not dare to
ask those bad questions, you bad boys' You
should check up. Go and talk 10 your shadow
Minister”.

[COUNCIL]

Hon. Tom Stephens: You should be on the
stage!
Several members interjected.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: In conclusion, I indicate
that each member of this House has a right 10 ask
questions and receive fair answers regardless of
whether such questions refer to current issues or
the Committee stages of Bills. Members deserve
to be given adequate answers not in a brow beat-
ing fashion, but with dignity and in the time of
the House.

It is an insult to the House to threaten mem-
bers and make insinuations as has occurred and
certainly we indicate we will not stand for it.

Opposition members: Hear, hear!

HON. D. K. DANS (South Metro-
politan—Leader of the House) [8.50 p.m.}. To
answer the last speaker first, let me assure him he
will not be muzzled when he seeks to ask
questions. We shall continue to answer the
questions asked of us in the same high standard as
that displayed by the present Opposition when in
Government.

Hon. Robert Hetherington: What could be bet-
ter than that?

Hon. D. K. DANS: As members
know—certainly the Leader of the Opposition and
the Hon. Gordon Masters know—Ministers do
not have to answer questions. Let me assure the
Hon. Peter Wells that 1 have not heard any brow-
beating in the House. 1 have not heard or experi-
enced any indication on the part of any Minister
that he will not answer questions. In fact, we are
giving members opposite very goed service with
our answers.

Hon. Peter Dowding: Hear, hear!

Hon. G. E. Masters: Rubbish! Three-quarters
of the questions asked have not been answered.

Hon. D. K. DANS: If members draw some
comparisons between the puerile answers given to
us when we sat opposite and those provided by
this Government, they will see we are already
miles in Iront of members opposite.

Several' members interjected.

Hon. D. K. DANS: Let me get back to the
remarks made by the Hon. Gordon Masters. |
hear my friend, the Hon. Graham MacKinnon,
interjecting. When that member has sat in the
House and listened to speeches of the calibre of
that made by the Hon. Gordon Masters, he has
got to his feet and huffed and puffed and said
what a disgraceful situation it was. That was his
standard reply. He would then go into all the
gyrations and shaking that the Hon. Peter Wells
adopted when he was on his feel. After that he
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would sit down thinking that he had done a good
job.

The Hon. Gordon Masters said, I will speak
on the adjournment on every occasion”. | hope he
docs, but 1 can give him no guarantee that I will
sit here and lisien to him, particularly if he makes
the kind of speech he made tonight.

Hon. G. E. Masters: Are you going 10 answer
the questions?

Hon. D. K. DANS: | shall return to that mat-
ter in a minute. We are as fair as fair can be.
Members opposite can speak once, twice, or four
or five times an evening on the adjournment de-
bate if they want to.

Hon. G. E. Masters: We will.

Hon. D. K. DANS: However, 1 cannot guaran-
tee that [ or any of my colleagues will be here
listening to the kind of tripe they trotted out
tonight.

Let me return to the remark made by the Hon.
Gordon Masters to the effect, **Let the Minister
come clean”. The Minister has nothing about
which 1o come clean.

Hon. G. E. Masters: Yes, you have.

Hon. D. K. DANS: The Hon. Gordon Masters
must get il into his head that we are now the
Government and we have a completely different
policy from that of the previous Government.

Hon. G. E. Masters: You're telling me you
have.

Hon. D. K. DANS: Things have changed and
our order of priorities is quite different from that
of members who sit opposite.

Hon. G. E. Masters: Including misleading the
House.

Hon. Peter Dowding: Rubbish!

Hon. G. E. Masters: Misleading the House and
not giving answers to questions.

Hon. D. K. DANS: | do not know how anyone
can mislead the House by not answering a
question.

Let me refer 10 another matter mentioned by
the Hon. Gordon Masters.

Hon. G. E. Masters: How about just reading
the answer you gave me and then reviewing it?

Hon. Peter Dowding: You are tiresome!

Hon. D. K. PANS: I gave the Hon. Gordon
Masters a very complete answer the other night.

Hon. G. E. Masters: You said the information
was not available and it was.

Hon. D. K. DANS: 1 said [ would supply the
Hon. Gordon Masters with a complete answer at
the appropriate time. 1 am the Minister in charge
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of that department and the appropriate time will
be decided by me and not by the Hon. Gordon
Masters. He can put that in his pipe and smoke it
for a star!

Hon. G. E. Masters:
available, Mr Dans.

Hon. D. K. DANS: Mr Deputy President, let
me tell you a few things—

Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon. D. [
Wordsworth): Order!

Hon. D. K. DANS: | wonder if members op-
posite noticed a report in the Press the other day
by an independent organisation. That report
referred to the effectiveness of the wages pause
and the organisation which conducted it was
Drake International. 1 presume the member read
that report.

Hon. Peter Dowding: I doubt that he did.

Hon. D. K. DANS: The report indicated that
the wages pause in Western Australia was 99.7
per cent intaci. The Minister can check that fig-
ure with the Confederation of Western Australian
Industry {Inc.), because it has never grizzled; in
fact, it has made statements contrary to those
made by the Government in relation to the effec-
tiveness of the wages pause in other States.

Hon. G. E. Masters: Mr Dans, I simply asked
you for the infarmation on which you based your
decision.

Hon. D. K. DANS: | am on my feet now—

Hon. G. E. Masters: Are you frightened to give
it to me, Mr Dans?

Hon. D. K. DANS: 1 have told the member he
will get his information at the appropriate time.

Hon. G. E. Masters: When is that, Mr Dans?

Hon. D. K. DANS: When I decide to give it to
the member.

Several members interjected.

Hon. G. E. Masters: Why are you hiding the
information, Mr Dans?

Hon. D. K. DANS: I am not hiding any infor-
mation. It will be nicely typed for the member. I
will tell members opposite one of the reasons the
information will be provided at the appropriate
time: It is that [ am still in the process of ad-
justing some hours.

Hon. G. E. Masters: That is not giving me the
answer.

Hon. D. K. DANS: Mr Deputy President, let
me look at the different approaches. The previous
Government went into a wages pause situation
with the most inequitable base in all of Australia.

The information is
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Its idea of making sacrifices was outlined well by
the Premier of our State. The previous Govern-
ment believed that making sacrifices meant that
the blue collar workers—the lowest paid workers
in this State—would have their belts tightened
until their eyes popped. However, that is not our
way.

Hon. Peter Dowding: Someone else’s sacri-
fices—that is what you are about! Someone else
can make the sacrifices.

The PRESIDENT: Order! | would like honour-
able members to cease their unruly interjections
and allow the Leader of the House to close the de-
bate.

Hon. D. K. DANS: The Hon. Gordon Masters
asked how | came to those decisions. 1 came to
those decisions in exactly the same way that the
Hon. Gordon Masters did.

Hon. G. E. Masiers: So the information is
available then?

Hon. D. K. DANS: | came 10 those decisions,
firstly, by seeking advice from the WA Govern-
ment Industrial Relations Service. Let me tell
members here and now that my advisers do not
come between me and those people.

Hon. G. E. Masters: That is different from
what | have heard.

Hon. D. K. DANS: 1 do not care what the
member has heard. He can check the position
with Mr Georges il he likes.

Hon. G. E. Masters: | would not do that.

Hon. D. K. DANS: | give the Hon. Gordon
Masters permission to do that. [ndeed, 1 shall go
one better than that. One matter the Hon.
Gordon Masters did not mention tonight was that
1 instructed Mr Georges, the director, to talk to
Mr McCarrey, the Under Treasurer, and any
movement we made in order to obtain an equi-
table wages base to go into a long-term wages
freeze situation—if that is what we want to call
the national wages case—was made with the
cognisance of the Treasurer. I did not just settle
for the advice of the WA Government Industrial
Relations Service, and that is on record.

Hon. G. E. Masters: All the facts are on record.

Hon. D. K. DANS: 1 have the Treasurer’s re-
port and all of that material belongs to me, so
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members opposite should not tel} me 1 do not
know in which direction I am travelling.

Hon. G. E. Masters: Why don't you bring for-
ward the information if #t is available?

Hon. D. K. DANS: The member will receive a
nicely bound copy of the information at the ap-
propriate time when | have finished obtaining an
equilable wages base and adjusting the hours—

Hon. G. E. Masters: Why won't you give it to
us now?

Hon. D. K. DANS: Members opposite cannot
get it into their heads that they are no longer in
Government; there is a new Government with a
different policy. 1 challenge the Hon. Gordon
Masters to get 1o his feet and say that 1 have done
anything illegal, because all the actions I have
taken have been in conformity with the Bill that
the previous Government passed through both
Houses of the Parliament.

Hon. G. E. Masters: 1 am asking for the infor-
mation on which you based your decisions. You
know it is available and so do 1. AN | am asking is
that it be produced.

Hon. D. K. DANS: | have told the member
that he will receive it when I decide to give it to
him, and not before. He has forgottien that he is
now not the Minister. 1 will give him the infor-
mation when 1 am ready.

[ will give the same sort of service in respect of
the supply of information as [ received from Mr
Masters time after time when [ tried to get infor-
mation from him. 1 have it all recorded—

Opposition members interjected.

Hon. D. K. DANS: —and if Mr Masters wants
to start playing funny fellows 1 will speak on the
adjournment and blaze away with both guns.

Opposition members interjected.

Hon. D. K. DANS: | hope that when Mr Mas-
ters exercises his right to speak on any adjourn-
ment, he does better than he did 1onight, because
what he said was the greatest load of tripe I have
ever heard from someone who pretended to be a
Minister during the term of the last Government.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 9.02 p.m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS
“Zoo Kids”

110. Hon. P. G. PENDAL, to the Leader of the

House representing the Minister for Lands
and Surveys:

(1) When was the “Zoo Kids™ organisation
formed?

(2) What response in terms of numbers has
there been to the public invitation to be-
come a “Zoo Kid" by paying $10 to
sponsor an animal?

(3) Do children joining the organisation
have more preference for one type of
animal over another?

(4) If so, what are the preferences?

(5) What amount of money has been raised
under this scheme?

{6) What is the current level of fund-raising
achieved for the big cats appeal?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

{1) The “*Zoo Kids™ which is an entirely in-
dependent voluntary organisation was
publicly launched on 26 April 1983.

Information available indicates that ap-
proximately 900 applications have been
received and processed by the “Zoo
Kids"” organisation.

and (4) Apparently, of the 28 animals
that are available for sponsorship, pref-
erence has been shown from the appli-
cations received towards sponsoring
lions, tigers, chimpanzees, elephant and
baby llama.

Approximately $10 500.

Donations of money and materials
$180 000, plus Government contribution
of $250000, leaves $70 000 still to be
raised.

(2)

(3)

(5)
(6)

STATE EMERGENCY SERVICES
Ravensthorpe Shire: Loan

Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH, to the At-
torney General representing the Treasurer:

(1) Has the Ravensthorpe Shire Council re-
ceived approval from the Treasurer to
raise a loan for a State Emergency Ser-
vice operations centre?

(2) How many other country shires have
raised loans for this purpose?
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(3) How many metropolitan councils have
raised funds for similar facilities?

{4) How are such loans to be financed?

{5) Are ratepayers in rural shires financing
services that are otherwise supplied by
the State for those in the metropolitan
region?

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:

(1) Yes. The Treasurer gave approval on 14
June 1983 for the Shire of Ravensthorpe
to raise a loan for a local emergency op-
erations centre.

(2) Twenty.

(3) Six.

(4) Such loans are serviced by the shire. To
assist in repayment, however, a dollar
for dollar subsidy of up to $10000 is
available from the Commonwealth
Government to assist in the development
of local emergency operations centres.

(5) No. The same procedure applies to
metropolitan shires and rural shires.
POLICE
Dowerin

Hon. W. G. ATKINSON, to the Minister
for Mines representing the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services:

(1) Has the Minister received a letter from
the Shire of Dowerin regarding poison
bait laying and shooting, expressing con-
cern at the staff levels of the Dowerin
police station?

If so, will the Minister consider
urgently, in the light of the danger of
poison bait laying and shooting to chil-
dren and residents, an immediate
upgrading of the strength of the police
force in Dowerin?

With the Dowerin machinery field days
being held at the end of August, will the
Minister consider urgently the strength-
ening of the police force in Dowerin be-
fore these field days particularly in view
of the value of exhibits at this event?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) and (2) Yes. The letter was received by
the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services on Thursday, 4 August and the
matters raised are currently being exam-
ined,

(3) Arrangements are already well in hand
to provide additional police protection

(2

3)
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for the Dowerin field days following a
letter received by the Commissioner of
Police from the Dowerin Field Day
Committee.

COMMUNITY WELFARE
Tattoos: Children

Hon. P. H. WELLS, to the Minister for
Mines representing the Minister for Youth
and Community Services:

(1) What prompted the department’s adver-
tisement on child tattoos published in
The West Australian on Saturday, 23
July 19837

{2) How many cases of illegal tatiooing of
children have been reported during each
of the last two years?

(3) How many children were involved?

(4) How many cases of illegal tattooing
have resulted in prosecution?

(5) What penaltiecs were given to the
offenders?

(6) What age was the youngest child in the
reported cases?

(7) What instructions does the department
provide to hospitals, doctors, schools and
infant health centres regarding illegal
tattooing?

(8) Does the department consider existing
legislation or regulations sufficient to
prevent illegal tattooaing of children?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) Concern cxpressed in medical circles
about young people regretting that they
had been tattooed and the difficulty in
removing them.

(2) No cases have been reported to the de-
partment in the last two years.

! understand that some complaints have
been received by the pofice and 1 am in-
formed that a person was prosecuted ap-
proximately 14 months ago on two
charges and was fined $50 on each
charge, and that a further prosecution
has been commenced and has been ad-
journed 10 a hearing date.

(3) to (5) See answer 10 {(2).

(6) Not known.

(7) Nil. Legislation is usuaily circulated at
the time it is proclaimed and period-

ically drawn to attention hereafter as the
situalion requires.

(8) Existing legislation is minimal, however
it is considered adequate provided com-
plaints are made,

The department would follow up on any
information received about the illegal
tattooing of children.

STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE
Personnel: Protective Clothing

118. Hon. P. H. WELLS, to the Minister for

Mines representing the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services:

{1) How many volunteer units are associ-
ated with the State Emergency Service,
and how many personnel are attached to
each unit?

(2) Is it a practice to provide all emergency
service volunteers with protective cloth-
ing?

(3) If so, what clothing is issued?

(4) In each unit, how many members are
awaiting protective clothing, and for
how long have they been waiting?

(5) In view of the emergency services’ value
10 the community, will the Minister en-
sure that adequate protective clothing is
available to volunteers?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) There are some 100 local voluntary
emergency service units associated with
the State Emergency Service. Although
precise figures of personnel attached to
each unit are not determined, the overall
volunteer figure throughout the State is
in the order of 4 000.

(2) The organisation endeavours to equip all
volunteers with basic items of protective
clothing.

(3) Normally basic protective clothing issue
include safety helmet, overall and boots.

(4) Approximately 50 per cent of volunteers
are awaiting issue of protective clothing.
Issues of ctothing are made as these be-
come available. 11 is not usual for volun-
teers 10 remain unequipped with protec-
tive clothing for more than 12 months.

(5) The Government is making every effort

1o ensure that adequate clothing is
available.
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CONSERVATION AND THE ENVIRON-
MENT: WILDERNESS SOCIETY

Western Australian Activities

136. Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF, to the Attorncy
General representing the Minister for the
Environment:

(1)

(2)

Is the Government aware of recent
statements attributed to a Mr John
Bailey of the Wilderness Society that an
inventory was being prepared of areas
said to be under threat in Western Aus-
tralia?

What is the Government's attitude to
these and other similar recent state-
ments in relation to Westlern Australia’s
tourist development, agriculteral or
mining projects, following the
Tasmanian dams judgment by the High
Court?

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replicd:

8}

(2)

While the Minister for the Environment
is unaware of recent statements atiri-
buted to Mr John Bailey of the Wilder-
ness Society, he is aware of an appli-
cation far a national estate grant sub-
mitted by the Australian Conservation
Foundation to the Australian Heritage
Commission for the making of an
inventory of wilderness areas in Western
Australia. The application is being con-
sidered by the State Heritage Com-
millee.

If the member will advise details of
statements attributed to Mr Bailey and
similar recent statements, the Minister
will endeavour to respond further.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: BUILDING IN-

DUSTRY
Disruption

137. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister for
Industrial Relations:

(n

(2)

(3)

Does the Minister know that the

Builders Labourers' Federation intends

to disrupt all possible building sites in
WA?

Does the Minister accept these stop-
pages may cause danger, chaos and ex-
pense in the building industry?

Will the Government support those
people employed on building sites who
choose to work?

(4)

)

923

What does the Government intend doing
to alleviate the difficulties that will un-
doubtedly arise?

Will Mr Thomas, the adviser to the
Minister for Employment and Adminis-
trative Services, and Mr McGinty, ad-
viser to the Minister for Industrial Re-
lations, be asked to negotiate on behalf
of the State Government?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

)

to (5) 1 am aware that there are nego-
tiations between the Builders Labourers®
Federation and employers in the build-
ing industry. The Government has dis-
carded the previous Government’s prac-
tice of seeking industrial confrontation
for political purposes and will not be
interfering in the normal processes of in-
dustrial relations.

“BUNBURY 2000”
Preferential Treatment

138. Hon. TOM KNIGHT, to the Minister for
Mines representing the Minister for Regional
Development and the North West:

(1

2)

(3)

Does the Government have any pro-
posals for Albany, Geraldton,
Kalgoorlie, Bussclton, Esperance, or any
other major regional centres, similar to
the “Bunbury 2000™ concept?

If not, why was Bunbury singled out for
this preferential treatment over other
promincnt regional centres?

Does the Government concede that the
need for regional development, by way
of industry and commerce, was a greater
priarity to the other suggested centres?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

¢y

to (3) The “Bunbury 2000™ concept is a
major regionalisation and deceniralis-
ation initiative of a type and on a scale
unprecedented in Western Australia.

It involves the establishment of a South
West Development Authority, which op-
erates within the new Department of
Regional Devetopment, Busselton is
within the jurisdiction of the South
West Development Authority.

The history of previous attempts at re-
gionalisation and decentralisation, ex-
cept for certain isolated mining com-
munities, have not been successful in
Western Australia or Australia wide.
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The “Bunbury 2000 concept is, there-
fore, very much of a pilot scheme and
when it is operating successfully, the
blue print, with necessary modifications,
will be used in other regions.

Previous conservative Governments have
merely paid lip service to their limited
regionalisation and decentralisation poti-
cies and by and large these Governments
have presided over a considerable drift
of people from country areas to the
Perth metropolitan area.

Those familiar with the State of West-
ern Australia are aware that over a huge
land mass of one million square miles
there are scattered about 1.3 million
people. Of these 975000 are concen-
trated in Perth.

Ef this drifi is to be arrested and the re-
gional concept further promoted it is es-
sential that the Government has one suc-
cess under its belt.

! consider the south-west area, centred
in Bunbury, has an excellent chance of
success and all country communities will
be looking forward to seeing it does suc-
ceed.

In the meantime the Government will be
pursuing any feasible regional project
for other areas.

ROTTNEST ISLAND
Army

139. Hon. P. G. PENDAL, to the Leader of the

House representing the Minister for Tour-
ism:
(1) What is the current status of the move

to get the Australian Army to move off
Rottnest Island?

{2) What additional accommodation would
become available to tourists as a result
of the Army’s departure?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(1) and (2) 1 refer the member to the state-
ment made by the Premier on 8 July
1983, as follows—

The Premier and Minister for Tour-
tsm, Mr Brian Burke said proposals
to relocate the Army away from
Rottnest Island  were  being
investigated.

“We are looking at a wide range of
possible solutions and when 1 am in
a position to release details I will do
50,” he said.

NOONKANBAH STATION
Burial Ground: Driiling

140. Hon. N. F, MOORE, to the Minister for

141.

Mines representing the Minister with special
responsibility for Aboriginal Affairs:

Will the Minister advise if, at any time
during the Noonkanbah dispute in 1980,
Aborigines were forced to stand by as an
ancient burial ground was fenced off
with barbed wire and drilled for 0il?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

If the member is prepared to provide
more details the Minister is prepared to
have the matter investigated.

EDUCATION: SCHOOL BUSES
Contract System: Alteration

Hon. J. M. BROWN, to the Attorney Gen-
eral representing the Minister for Education:

(1) Why was the method of tendering for
school bus contracts altered recently?

(2) What is the present method for renewal
of contracts?

(3) What is the position for contractors who
are anxious to purchase new buses?

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:

{1) The review of school bus contracts ar-
rangements was instituted by the pre-
vious Government. Initially it was pro-
posed to have open tendering for all con-
tracts at the point of expiry, but after
negotiations with the Road Transport
Association and many meetings between
bus contractors and the Minister for
Education, a limited tender system has
been agreed. Final details of the agree-
ment are still being negotiated.

Until this revised system is finalised, no
changes to existing tendering arrange-
ments will be made.

Contracts which expire after 12 May
1983, are being extended to the end of
the year pending final decisions on the
review. It is proposed that under the new
arrangements existing operators will be
able to have their contracts renewed at a
price based on their direct operating
costs, plus a margin for profit. If an
agreed price cannot be negotiated, the
contract would go to open tender,

Replacement of buses for current con-

tracts are still being approved under
existing policy.

(2)

(3
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LOTTERIES: INSTANT
Distribution

142. Hon. P. H. WELLS, to the Attorney Gen-
eral representing the Minister for the Arts:

(1) What is the name of each organisation
which has received funds from the in-
stant lottery since the Government has
taken office?

(2) What date was the approval given for
each allocation?

(3) What was the amount of each allo-
cation?

(4) What is the name of each organisation
which received funds from the instant
lottery prior to the Government taking
office?

(5) What date was the approval given for
cach allocation?

(6) What was the amount of each allo-
cation?

(7) Since taking office, what other funds
has the Government granted to art and
cultural groups?

(3) What is the source of funding for these
grants?

{9) Which organisations have received these
grants?

(10) What are the dates of application and
approval for each grant?

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replicd:

{1} to (8) The information requested is con-
tained in Schedules Nos. 1, 2 and 3,
which 1 lay on the Table of the House.

{9} The source of funding for these grants is
the Western Australian Arts Councit
Consolidated Revenue Fund.

(10) Applications for instant lottery Grants
are received at any time.
Applications closed on 28 February
1983 for Western Australian Arts Coun-
cil grants which were approved in April.
Applications closed on 30 June 1983 for
grants which will be approved in
August, and applications will close on 31
October 1983 for grants whichk will be
approved in November.

The papers were tabled (see paper No. 217).
143.  This question was postponed.

925

LAND
Joondalup Development Corporation: Debt

144. Hon. P. G. PENDAL, 10 the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for Lands
and Surveys:

(1} Is any money owing by the Joondalup
Development Corporation to the Lands
Department?

(2) If so, what amount was outstanding
on—

{(a) 30 June 1981;
(b) 30 June 1982; and
{¢) 30 June 19837

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) (a) %9545 209;

(b) $9444817;
(c) $9189 544,

FISHERIES
Snapper: Traps

145. Hon. N. F. MOQORE, to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for Fisheries
and Wildlife:

I refer the Minister to question without
notice, No. 120, of Wednesday, §
August 1981 (Hansard page 2463).

(1) Will the Minister reconsider the de-
cision made by the then Minister
for Fisheries to continue to allow
the use of snapper traps in Shark
Bay?

(2) If so, will the Minister consider
banning the use of traps pending
the outcome of the inquiry into the
snapper industry?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
(1) and (2) By notice under the Fisherics

Act, the taking of all fish by means of

fish traps in Western Australian waters

in the Shark Bay area is already pro-
hibited.

TOURISM: ACT
Financial Incentives

146. Hon. P. G. PENDAL, to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for Tour-
ism:

(1) Has an approach been received from the
Gascoyne regional development com-
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mittee with requests that the proposed
new Tourism Act contain financial in-
centives for development of tourist fa-
cilities?

If so, what is the Government’s attitude
10 this proposition?

Is it correct, as asserted by the regional
commitiee, that traditional commercial
financial institutions are reluctant to
finance tourist-related developments?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

()

(2)

(3)

To the Minister's knowledge the ap-
proach from the Gascoyne regional de-
velopment committee on the subject of
financial incentives for developing tour-
ist facilities has not yet been received by
his office.

However, the Government is very aware
of the need to develop an incentive pack-
age to stimulate and encourage tourist
plant and infrastructure development,
particularly in the vital area of regional
tourism. To this end, the Government, in
conjunction with the private sector, is
currently working on the formulation of
investment incentives in this area.
Should the Opposition have suggestions
and input into this important area, the
Minister would be pleased to receive
them.

It appears that there is some reluctance
for financial institutions 1o finance tour-
ist-related developments in regional
areas and this situation is also receiving
close attention and review at present.

BUILDING INDUSTRY
Pre-start Agreements

Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister for
Industrial Relations:

M

()

(3)

4)

Did the Minister, on a visit to
Melbourne recently, have a look at the
Viclorian Government pre-start agree-
ments for building projects?

Is the State Government contemplating
pre-start agreements with such unions as
the BLF on Government building con-
tracis?

Will the agreements vary in any way
from the existing award conditions in
the building industry?

What pre-start arrangements have been
made with unions for the construction of
the SEC building?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(1)
(2)
3
(4)

148.

No.
Yes.
No.
Which building?

LOTTERIES: INSTANT
Funds and Distribution

Hon. P. H. WELLS, to the Attorney Gen-

eral representing the Treasurer:

)

(2)

3)

(4)

What is the date and amount of cach
entry in the Treasury’s “Sports-Culture
Instant Lottery™ account?

At what intervals has the Lotteries
Commission been requested to forward
instant lottery funds to the Treasury?
What was the balance of the “Sports-
Culture Instant Lottery” account on
both 19 February 1983 and 31 July
1983, and what portion of these funds is
available for allocation to the arts?
What amount of interest on the funds
held is or will be credited to the “Sport-
Culture Instant Lottery” account?

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:

(1)

(2)

3

Details of the dates and amounts of
transactions on the “Sports-Culture In-
stant Lottery” account since ils estab-
lishment in Januvary 1983 are provided
belaw.

Initiaily, proceeds were remitted on a
monthly basis by the commission but,
with the Treasurer’s approval, reverted
to a quarterly basis commencing from
March 1983.

The balance of the “Sports-Culture In-
stant Lottery™ account as at 19
February and 31 July 1983 and the re-
spective amounts available for allocation
to both sporting and cultural bodies as
at these dates was as follows—

Sport Culture Total
13 3 Funds in
Account
5
19 February 1983 745 500 585087 | 330587
31 July 1983 2173350 1579573 3752923
{4) None.
SPORTS-CULTURE INSTANT LOTTERY
ACCOUNT

DATE DE:!IT CRIiDIT BAL.:NCE
10701783 900 000.00 500 000.00 CR
14701783 255 000.00 645 000.00 CR
28/01/83 500.00 645 500.00 CR
04/02/33 1 100 000.00 1 745 300.00 CR
07/02/83 41491300 1 330 587.00 CR



DATE

08/03/83
16/03/43
11/D4/83
19/04/83
21/04/83
10/05/33
11/05/83
12/05/33
17/05/83
19/05/83
31705783
07/06/83
10/06/83
15/06/83
20/06/53
01/07/83
14/07/83
22/07/83
01/08/83
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DEBIT CBESDIT BAL:;NCE
3
| 0600 000.00 2310 581.00 CR
79 370.00 2251 11.00CR
800.00 2250 417.00 CR
2050.00 2248 361.00 CR
490 595.00 175777200 CR
70 000.00 1637717200 CR
40000.00 1647 71200 CR
2 500.00 1645 200 CR
420 738.00 1224 534.00 CR
000.00 121953400 CR
50 000.00 1162 53400 CR
2 700 000.00 3869 53400 CR
16 989.00 385254300 CR
17 792.00 38)475J.00CR
23 920.00 33058300 CR
1050.00 380278).00CR
15 000.00 3787 18).00 CR
34 660.00 375292000 CR
43 (99,00 3704 833,00 CR
"BUNBURY 2000™

Population Increase: Effect on South-west Towns

149. Hon. W. N. STRETCH, to the Leader of
the House representing the Minister for For-
esls:

In view of reports that some Forests De-
partment stafl and ancillary services are
being moved o Bunbury from
Manjimup, will the Minister give an as-
surance that the build-up of Bunbury’s
population under the “Bunbury 2000
project will not be achieved to the detri-
ment of other south-west towns?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

Four officers comprising part of the For-
ests Department dieback mapping sec-
tion have been transferred, without re-
placement, from Manjimup to Bunbury
to improve the operational efficiency of
the section.

The concept of “Bunbury 20007 is to
stimulate  co-ordinated development
thercby increasing population through-
out the south-west region.

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN
Electorate Visits: Notification

150. Hon. A. A. LEWIS, 1o the Leader of the
House representing the Premier:

Has the Premier issued instructions to
his Ministers not to inform local mem-

bers of Parliament of the Opposition -

parties of visits to their electorates until
the last possible moment, or is he going
to instrucl them to continue the courtesy
of notifying members as was done by the
previous Government?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

All Ministers have been requested to in-
form members of Parliament when

151,
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undertaking official visits 10 members’
electorates.

BUILDING INDUSTRY
36-hour Week

Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister for

Industrial Relations:

m

(2)

(3)

Does the Minister know that some
major building construction companies
are now applying a 36-hour working
week?

Would the Minister cxpect these ar-
rangements to be pursued in the home
building industry?

What would be the anticipated ad-
ditional cost per new average home at
say $32 000 if a 36-hour week was ap-
plied to the home building industry?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(1)
(2)

(3)

Yes.

I have no evidence to suggest that such
arrangements can be expected.

That question ought to be referred to the
appropriate employer organisations.

LAND: NATIONAL PARKS
Authority: Staff

152. Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Attorney Gen-
eral representing the Minister for the En-
vironment:

What extra staff are to be allocated to
the National Parks Authority to control
the proposed Shannon national park?

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:

As indicated in the answer to thc mem-
ber’s earlier Question 123, the Shannon
River Basin will remain under the For-
ests Department’s control and manage-
ment pending the outcome of a review
by the task force on land resources man-
agement. This review is expected Lo take
about one year, and in the meantime the
Shannon Basin is to be managed as if it
were a national park.

No decisions have yet been taken in re-
spect of National Parks Authority staff
if the Shannon Basin eventually passes
into the authority’s control.
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STATE FORESTS: PINE
Pianting: Labour Force

153. Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Leader of the

House representing the Minister for Forests:

(1) What is the estimate of the number of
people 10 be employed in pine planting
in the Manjimup area?

(2) Will they be on—

{a) day labour; or
(b} contract?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(1) Direct employment in plantation oper-
ations is expected to be in the order of
16 to 20 pecople on a seasonal basis in
the first five years, increasing to the
order of 60 as the programme develops
to its full scale.

(2) (a) and {b) Both day labour and con-
tract labour wilt be employed.

MEAT: CATTLE AND SHEEP
Statutory Marketing Authority

154, Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Leader of the

House representing the Minister for

Agriculture:

1s it the Government’s intention to legis-
late to place—
{a) other sheep meats; and
{b) cattle carcases;
under a statutory body such as the
Lamb Marketing Board?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(a) It is the Government's intention to de-
clare part 1V of the Marketing of Lamb
Act which will enable the Lamb Mar-
keting Board to trade in mutton on a
non-acquisition basis;

(b) no.

EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT

Government Initiatives

155. Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Leader of the

House representing the Minister for Employ-
ment and Administrative Services:

(1) Is it the policy of the Western Aus-
tralian Government to cngage in
schemes to encourage employment
opportunities?

(2) U so, what schemes or contributions or
actions has the Western Australian
Government taken to encourage such
employment?

(3) Is the Government aware of Federal em-
ployment creation schemes and job
training schemes, and does the Govern-
ment give these Federal schemes its
specific support?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) Since the
office—

Government came  into

(i) 1t immediately convened an em-
ployment summit at which the
slatement of agreement on prime
areas of employment concerns was
issued.

(ii) A State employment task force has
been cstablished for proposing pol-
icy initiatives in the employment
and training area.

One of its first tasks was to address
the question of appropriate admin-
istrative machinery through which
employment programmes could be
instituted. Secondly, the task force
proposed a series of Western Aus-
tralian policy objectives and admin-
istrative arrangements and asserted
a State role in how the Common-
wealth wage pause programme
should be implemented.

In conjunction with the work of the
task force, a start has been made on
the collection of a comprehensive
statistical data base on employment
and unemployment at an industry
and regional level.

{iii) Established a job creation unit
within the Department of Employ-
ment and Administrative Services
to administer the wage pause pro-
gramme and the community em-
ployment programme as well as im-
plementing Government employ-
ment policy.

(3) Yes.
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QUESTIONS WITHQUT NOTICE

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: BUILDING
INDUSTRY

Disruption

44, Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister for
Industrial Relations:

This question is supplementary to
question 137 answered by the Minister
today.

(1) Will the Government support those
people employed on building sites
who choose to work?

(2) What is the Government doing to
alleviate the difficulties which will
undoubtedly arise?

The Minister said he would not
interfere in the industrial processes.
Does he consider that protecting the
rights of subcontractors to work is
interfering with the industrial pro-
cesses or is it carrying out the nor-
mal functions of his department?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

{1) to (3) | rcally do not understand the
question asked by the Hon. G. E. Mas-
ters. If he puts the question on notice 1
shall do my best 10 answer it.

(3)

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: BUILDING
INDUSTRY

Disruption

45. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister for
Industrial Relations:

In his answer to my question the Minis-
ter said that the Government would not
interfere in the normal processes of in-
dustrial relations. Would his
involvement in the Perth City Council
dispute, where he interfered by ignoring

and, indeed, overriding the mediator, be

regarded as interfering in the normal in-
dustrial processes?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

At no time did the Government interfere
with or override the role of any me-
diator.

Hon. G. E. Masters: 1 will remind you about
that later.
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INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: BUILDING
INDUSTRY

Disruption

46. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister for
Industrial Relations:

Referring again to question 137 and the
Minister’s answer, would he not consider
it his duty and that of the Government
to protect public safety where it is affec-
ted by industrial activity?
Hon. B. K. DANS replied:

Again I do not quite understand what
the Hon. G. E. Masters means when he
refers 10 protecting public safety. If he is
referring 10 the use of the police during
the Perth City Council strike, | indicate
I made a number of public announce-
ments that the law must be upheld. If
that is the answer the member wants,
that is the one 1 am giving him.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: BUILDING
INDUSTRY

Disruption

47. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister for
Industrial Relations:
Part (2) of question 137 reads as fol-
lows—

Does the Minister accept these
stoppages may cause danger, chacs
and expense in the building indus-
try?
The Minister has the ability within his
department to ensure that inspectors are
used where safety factors are involved in
industrial disputes or stoppages or where
complaints are made.

I simply ask the Minister whether he
would direct his departmental officers to
become involved in those circumstances.
Surely the Minister would not consider
that as interfering in the processes of in-
dustrial relations.

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

Where a dangerous situation occurs on
any building site the officers responsible
for ensuring that that building site is
rendered safe will be instructed to do so.
Let me add a little sting in the tail: That
measure has already been used to good
effect.
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48.

49.

[COUNCIL]

MINING: DIAMONDS
Lake Argyle: Townsite

Hon. P. H. LOCKYER, to the Minister for
Mines:

(1) Referring to the Argyle diamond mine,
what is the present position regarding
the provision of a town for the em-
ployees as opposed to the employees
travelling from Perth 1o the mine?

(2) If a problem exists in regard to this mat-
ter, is it delaying the finalisation of an
agreement between the operators and
the State Government?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) and (2) The question of compliance by
the company with the Government
Agrecments Act passed by the previous
Government is a matter for the Minister
for Resources Development, and if the
member likes to place any question on
notice | shall ensure it is directed ta the
appropriate Minister.

BUILDING INDUSTRY
Pre-start Agreements

Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister for
Industrial Relations:

My question relates 10 the answer 1o
question 147, Part (2) of that question
reads as follows:

Is the State Government contem-
plating pre-start agreements with
sttch unions as the BLF on Govern-
ment building contracts?

The answer to that question was, “Yes".
Part (3) of the question read—

Will the agreements vary in any
way from the existing award con-
ditions in the building industry?

The Minister answered, “No”.

i simply ask this: Why is there any need
to make pre-start arrangements if the
award conditions are to prevail, because
surely a pre-start agreement would vary
those conditions; therefore, why bother?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

When the Hon. G. E. Masters was the
Minister for Labour and Industry he did
not understand the porifolio. Since he
has gone into Opposition, he has not

improved one inch. The answers are
quite concise. | answered, “Yes” and,
“No". If the member researches the
answers he will realise they are perfectly
correct answers to his questions.

BUILDING INDUSTRY
Pre-start Agreements

50. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister for

51.

Industrial Relations:
As usual, the Minister has not answered

the questions. He has just skirted around
them,

Hon. Peter Dowding: Don't make a speech!
You were the most hopeless Minister.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: I ask the Minister
again—

The PRESIDENT: Order' The member
knows he cannot ask the Minister the
same question again.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: 1 will not ask the
same question. Is there any purpose at
all in making pre-start arrangements if
the existing award conditions are going
1o prevail? Why is it necessary to make
those arrangements?

Hon. D. K. DANS reptlied:

I shall iry to assist the Hon. Gordon
Masters. Before he asks those sorts of
questions it would be a good idea if he
read the relevant awards. I he did so, he
would find those conditions arc in the
awards and he may learn something if
he rcads them.

Hon. G. E. Masters; So you are not going to
answer.

Hon. D. K. DANS: I have answered. That is
the correct answer,

Hon. G. E. Masters: It is not.

MINING: DIAMONDS
Lake Argyle: Progress

Hon. P. H. LOCKYER, to the Minister for
Mines:

Is the operation of the Argyle diamond
mine at Kununurra proceeding at the
present moment?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
To the extent that the question deals

with matters under my portfolio, [ was
there on" Saturday and the alluvial
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gravels are being proqessed by the (3) Is the Minister aware that the Argyle
company in accordance with its plans for diamond project near Lake Argyle is
development of the alluvial gravels. also under investigation by that society?

(4) If he is not aware of any of the above

MINING matters, will he take action to
Wilderness Society: Activities investigate and counter any such moves?
52. I:d.[?r?és-l' G. MEDCALPF, to the Minister for Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) Is the Minister aware of recent state- (1} to (3) No.

ments attributed to Mr John Bailey of (4) This Government is determined to en-

the Wilderness Socicty to the effect that sure that appropriate development pro-

mining is a threat to the State? ceeds. | am not aware of any action

(2) Is the Minister aware that the Wilder- being taken by any organisation of

ness Society has placed CRA’s new which the member spoke, which would

mining operation near the Drysdale prevent appropriate exploration and de-
River on its hit list? velopment.



